BOOK XXVII

The events of the years B.C. 174, 173, 172, which gradually led up lo
the war with Perseus, to be described in the twenty-seventh book, were briefly
these .—

In B.C. 174 Perseus forced the Dolopes, who had appealed against him
to Rome, to submit to his authority. After this successful expedition he
marched through Central and Northern Greece, visiting Delphi, where he
stayed three days, Phthiotid Achaia, and Thessaly. He carefully ab-
stained from inflicting any damage in the districts through which he
passed, and tried to gain the confidence of the various states. In the
same year he made friendly advances to the Achaeans, who had forbidden
any Lacedaemonian to enter their territory, by offering to restore their
fugitive slaves. But in spite of the exertions of Xenarchus the Strategus,
the Achaeans refuse to make any change (Livy, 41, 22-24).

The same year saw also commotions in Aetolia, which were settled by
five Roman commissioners : and in Crete, on the old score of the status
of the Lycians. Q. Minucius was sent to settle this also (Livy, 41, 25).

In B.C. 173 Perseus entered on still more active intrigues in Greece,
and in spite of the wildest scandals that were afloat as to his tyranny, he
gained a powerful hold in Aetolia, Thessaly, and Perrhaebia, The Senate
accordingly sent Marcellus to Aetolia and Achaia, and App. Claudius to
Thessaly, to inquire into the facts ; and a commission of five into Mace-
donia, with directions to proceed afterwards to Alexandria (Livy, 42, 5, 6).

In B.C. 172 king Eumenes visited Rome and urged the Senate to take
measures in time to counteract the attempts of Perseus ; warning them that
he had already obtained strong hold upon the Boeotians and Aetolians,
and had an inexhaustible recruiting ground in Thrace. That everywhere
he had secured the death or exile of the partisans of Rome, and was over-
running in arms Thessaly and Perrhaebia (Livy, 42, 11-13).

The Senate, already inclined to listen to these representations, was
still more inclined to do so by the defiant tone of Iarpalus, the vepre-
sentative of king Perseus ; by the attempted assassination of Eumenes by
emissaries of Perseus at Delphi on his home journey ; by receiving a re-
port from Greece from C. Valerius confirming the speech of Eumenes ; and
lastly by the confession of one L. Rammius of Brundisium, thathe had been
requested to poison certain Roman envoys who were accustomed to stay

at his house on therr journeys to and frow Macedonia and Greece (LIVV,
42, 15-17).
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War was now determined on for the next year, and the praetor ordered
to enroll troops. And Eumenes also, now recovered from the wounds of
the assassins, made preparations to join in the struggle (Livy, 42, 18-27).

In B.C. 171, fresh legions having been enrolled, and an army of sixteen
thousand infantry and eight hundred cavalry ordered to Macedonia, envoys
appeared from Perseus demanding the reason. The Senate would not allow
them to enter the Pomoerium, but received them in the temple of Bellona :
and after listening to a report from Sp. Cavilius that Perseus had, among
other acts of hostility, taken cities in Thessaly and entered Perrhaebia in arms,
the Senate answered the Macedonian envoys that any complaint they had to
make must be made to the consul, P. Licinius, who would presently be in
Macedonia, but that they must not come into Italy again (Livy, 42, 36).

A few days afterwards five commissioners were sent into Greece, who
distributed the districts to be visited among themselves : Servius and
Publivs Lentulus and Lucius Decimius were to go to Cephallenia, the
Peloponnese, and the west coast generally ; Q. Marcius and Aulus Atilius
to Epirus, Aetolia, Thessaly, and thence to Boeotia and Euboea, where they
were to meet the Lentuli. Meanwhile a letter from Perseus, demanding the
cause of their coming and of the presence of troops in Macedonia, was re-
ceived and left unanswered. After visiting the districts assigned to them,
in the course of doing which Marcius and Atilius had met Perseus on the
river Peneus, and granted him a truce to enable him to send envoys to
Rome (Marcius knowing well that the Romans were not yet fully prepared
for war?), the commissioners reached their destination at Chalcis, where the
carlier events narrated in the following extracts occurred (Livy, 42, 36-43).

THE WAR WITH PERSEUS

1. Ar this time Lases and Callias arrived at the head of
B.C. 171. Coss. 0 embassy from the Thespians, and Ismenias?
P. Licinfus Crassus from Neon. Lases and his colleagues offered
C. Cassius 44 put their city wholly into the hands of the

Longinus, . .
Romans ; Ismenias proposed to submit all the

! Marcius on his return to Rome gloried in having thus deceived the king
and gained time for preparations at Rome, but his action was repudiated by
the Senate, Livy, 42, 47.

2 Ismenias had just been elected Strategus of Boeotia ; but the party who
had supported a rival candidate had in revenge obtained a decree of the
league banishing the Boeotarchs from all the Boecotian cities. They had,
however been received at Thespiae, whence they were recalled to Thebes and
reinstated by a reaction in popular feeling, Then they obtained another decree
banishing the twelve men who, though not in office, had convened the league
assembly ; and Ismenias as Strategus sentenced them to the loss of all rights
in their absence. These are the “* exiles” here meant (Livy, 42, 43). Who
Neon was is not certain ; but we find in the next chapter that he had been
a leader in the Macedonising party at Thebes, perhaps a son of Brachylles,
whose father's name was Neon (sec 20, 5). He wag caplured in B by
and put to death by the Romans (Livy, 45, 31).
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cities of Boeotia as one nation to the discretion of the commis-
sioners.  But this latter proposal was diametri-
cally opposed to the policy of Marcius and his cogﬁ;ﬁgﬁgﬁ at
colleagues. What suited that policy best was Chaleis : am-
to split up Boeotia into separate cities: and bassadors from
they therefore received Lases and his party, as N;l:;esor?%eo:g?
12,
well as the envoys from Chaeronea and Lebadea,
and all who came from single cities, with great favour and lavish
courtesy; but treated Ismenias with ostentatious neglect and
coldness. - Some of the exiles! also attacked Ismenias and were
very near stoning him to death, and would have done so if he
had not saved himself by taking refuge through the door? of the
chamber where the commissioners were sitting. At the same
period there were disturbances and party con-
tests at Thebes. One party were for commit-
ting the town unconditionally to Rome ; but the Coroneans
and Haliartians flocked to Thebes and vehemently maintained
that they ought to maintain the alliance with Perseus. For a
time neither of the two parties showed any disposition to give
in to each other; but when Olympichus of Coronea set the
example of changing sides and asserting that they ought to
cleave to the Romans, a great change and revolution came
over the feelings of the populace. First, they compelled
Dicetas to go on an embassy to Marcius and the other com-
missioners to excuse them for their alliance with Perseus. Next,
they expelled Neon and Hippias, crowding to their houses, and
bidding them go and make their own defence for the terms that
they had made ; for they were the men who had negotiated the
alliance. When these men had left the town, the people imme-
diately collected into the assembly and first voted honours and
gifts to the Romans, and then ordered the magistrates to push
on the alliance. TLast of all they appointed ambassadors to
hand over the city to the Romans and to restore their exiles.

Thebes.

1 Sce note 2, page 356.

78 8l0upa, Livy (42, 44) says in ¢ribunal legatorum, and Casaubon con-
tents himself with the same word. Schwelghaeuser translates it poddum, as
if a “*raised platform "’ on which the commissioners sat was meant. I think
it 15 used in the natiral sense of o door™ leading info the hall in yhich they
were sitting, and into which Ismenias fled for refuge. Livy used #76unal from
the ideas of his age as to the construction of such a building.
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2. Whilst these things were being accomplished at Thebes,
The cause of the the exiles in Chalcis appointed Pompides to
exiles’ triumph state their grievances against Ismenias, Neon,

at Chaldls.  and Dicetas, The bad policy of these men

being manifest, and the Romans lending their support to the
exiles, Hippias and his party were rendered so odious that
they were in danger of falling victims to the fury of the popu-
lace, until the Romans, by checking the assaults of the mob,
secured them a certain degree of safety.

When the Theban envoys arrived, bringing with them to
Dissolution of the commissioners the decrees and honours I
the Boeotian have mentioned, a rapid change passed over

league, B.C. 171. the face of things in each of the towns, for
they were separated by a very narrow interval from each other.
The commissioners with Marcius received the Theban en-
voys, complimented their town and counselled them to restore
the exiles, and bade the several towns send embassies to Rome
submitting themselves individually and unreservedly to the
protection of the Romans. Their policy, therefore, of splitting
up the league of the Boeotian towns, and of destroying the
popularity of the Macedonian royal house with the Boeotian
populace having thus completely succeeded, the commissioners
sent for Servius Lentulus from Argos, and leaving him in
charge at Chalcis went themselves to the Peloponnese ; while
Neon a few days afterwards retired to Macedonia; and
Ismenias and Dicetas, being thrown at once into prison,
shortly afterwards put an end to their lives. Thus it came
about that the Boeotians, who had for a long period of
years, and through many strange vicissitudes, maintained a
national league, by now rashly and inconsiderately adopting
the cause of Perseus, and giving way to an outburst of un-
reasoning excitement, were entirely disintegrated and split up
into separate cities.

When Aulus and Marcius arrived at Argos, after communi-
The Commis. Cation with the council of the Achaean league,
sioners in the they called upon Archon the Strategus to de-
Peloponnese.  gpatch a thousand men to Chalcis, to garrison

the town until the amrival of the Romans; an order which
Archon readily obeyed. Having thus settled affairs in Greece
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during the winter, and met Publius Lentulus and his two
colleagues, the commissioners sailed back to Rome. . . .

3. Meanwhile Tiberius Claudius and Aulus Postumius
~ bad been engaged on a visitation of the islands ye Rhodians
and Greek cities in Asia, and had spent the propare to
longest time in Rhodes ; though the Rhodians  co-operate

. . . <. with Rome.

at that time did not require any supervision, for

the prytanis that year was Agesilochus, a man of high rank,
who had once been on an embassy to Rome. Even before
the legates came, as soon as it became clear that the Romans
intended to go to war with Perseus he had urged his people
to throw in their fortunes with those of Rome; and, among
other things, had counselled them to repair forty ships, in order
that, if any occasion for using them should arise, it should not
find them still in the midst of preparations, but ready to
answer to the call and to carry out their resolve at once. By
stating these facts to the Roman envoys, and showing them
the preparations visibly progressing, he let them return to
Rome in a high state of satisfaction with Rhodes. . . .

4. After the conferences had been held between the Roman
envoys and the Greeks, Perseus drew UP @ pejeens sonds a
despatch containing a statement of his case, and circular despatch
the arguments employed on either side; partly to the Greek
from an idea that he would thus be shown to States.
have the superiority of right on his side, and partly because he
wished to test the feelings of the several states. Copies of
this despatch he sent to the other states by his
ordinary letter-carriers ; but to Rhodes he sent Thf{]r]%%iyar?;the
also Antenor and Philip as ambassadors, who, on
their arrival in the island, handed over the document to the
magistrates, and a few days afterwards entered the Council
chamber and urged the Rhodians “To remain neutral for the
present and watch what happened; and, if the Romans attacked
Perseus in violation of the treaty, to endeavour to mediate.
For this was the interest of all, and pre-eminently of the
Rhodians, who more than most peoples desired equality and
freedom of speech, and were ever the protectors, not only of

their own liberty, but of that of the rest of Groece algo ! and
therefore ought to be proportionally careful to provide and
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guard against a policy of an opposite tendency.” These and
similar arguments of the envoys found favour with the Rhodian
people. But, as they were already pledged to an attitude of
friendship to Rome, the influence of the upper classes so far
prevailed that, though a friendly reception was given to the
Macedonian envoys, they demanded in their formal answer
that Perseus should not ask them to take any measure which
would involve the appearance of hostility to Rome. Antenor
and his colleagues would not accept this reply, but with thanks
for the kindness of their general reception, sailed back to
Macedonia. . . . :
5. Being informed that some of the cities of Boeotia re-
mained faithful to him, Perseus sent Alexander
on a mission to them. On his arrival in
Boeotia, Alexander was obliged to abstain from
visiting any of the cities except Coronea, Thishae,® and
Haliartus, finding that they offered him no facilities for securing
close relations.  But he entered those three towns and exhorted
their inhabitants to cling to their loyalty to the Macedonians.
They received his words with enthusiasm, and voted to send
ambassadors to Macedonia. Alexander accordingly returned
to the king and reported the state of things in Boeotia. A
short time afterwards the ambassadors arrived, desiring the
king to send aid to the cities which favoured the Macedonian
cause ; for the Thebans were oppressing them severely, because
Truce made with tRey would not agree with them and side with
Q. Marcius. Rome. But Perseus replied that he was pre-
See Livy, 42, 43, cluded by the truce from sending any aid to any
BEITE one; but he begged them to resist the Thebans
to the best of their power, and yet not to go to war with the
Romans, but to remain neutral. . . .
6. When the report of the commissioners from Asia con-
War is decidea Cetning Rhodes and the other states had been
upon at theexpira-made at Rome, the Senate called in the ambas-
tion of the truce. ¢4 ors of Perseus, Solon and Hippias: who en-
deavoured to argue the whole case and to deprecate the anger

Mission of Perseus
to Boeotia.

1 The text has ©%Bas, which is inconsistent with what follows as to the

Thebans.  An inseription found on the site of ‘I'hisbae supplies the correction
of an error as old as Livy (42, 46, 47). See Hicks’s, G. /. p. 330.
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of the Senate ; and particularly to defend their master on the
subject of the attempt upon the life of Eumenes. When
they had finished all they had to urge, the Senate, Attemptedassassi-
which had all the while been resolved on war, pation of Eumenes
bade them depart forthwith from Rome; and  at Delphi
ordered all other Macedonians also that hap- L“]gy’cf’ :6’
pened to be staying in the country to quit Italy R
within thirty days. The Senate then called upon the Consuls
to act at once and see that they moved in good time. . . .

7. Caius Lucretius! being at anchor off Cephallenia, wrote
a letter to the Rhodians, requesting them to
despatch some ships, and entrusted the letter
to a certain trainer named Socrates. This letter arrived at
Rhodes in the second six months of the Prytany of Stratocles.
When the question came on. for discussion,
Agathagetus, Rhodophon, Astymedes, and
many others were for sending the ships and
taking part in the war from the first, without
any further pretence ; but Deinon and Polyaratus,
though really displeased at the favour already
shown to Rome, now for the present used the case of Fumenes
as their pretext, and began by that means to alienate the feelings
of the populace. There had in fact been a long standing feeling
of suspicion and dislike in the minds of the Rhodians against
Eumenes, dating from the time of his war with Pharnaces; when,
upon king Eumenes blockading the entrance
of the Hellespont to prevent ships sailing into
the Pontus, the Rhodians had interfered with
his design and thwarted him. This ill-feeling had again been
recently exasperated during the Lycian war on the question of
certain forts, and a strip of territory on the frontier of the
Rhodian Peraea, which was being damaged by some of
Eumenes’s subjects. These incidents taken together made
the Rhodians ready to listen to anything against the king.
Seizing on this pretext, the party of Deinon tried to dis-
credit the despatch, asserting that it did not come from the

Politics at Rhodes.

he Romanising
party.

The Macedonian
party.

Jealousy of
Eumenes,

1 Gains Lucrctius had seen naval service as duwmvir navalis on the coast

of Liguria in B.c 18t Li\?y, 40, 26, He was now (B.C. 171) praetor, his
provincia being the fleet, and commanded 4o quinqueremes, /d. 42, 48.
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