BOOK XXIX

1. “THEIR one idea, expressed at parties or conversations in
the street, was, that they should manage the war c 168
. . : .- . B.C. 168,
in Macedonia Wh.ﬂe remaining qulletly at home ¢ L'IAemﬂius
in Rome, sometimes by criticising what the Paullus, C.
generals were doing, at others what they were Licinius Crassus.
leaving und From this the public interests s s o1
aving undone.  From this the public interests i, speech of L.
never got any good, and often a great deal of Aemilius before
harm. The generals themselves were at times Starting for Mace-
.. . . donia. See
greatly hampered by this ill-timed loquacity. ripy 44, 2e.
Tor as it is the invariable nature of slander to
spread rapidly and stop at nothing, the people got thoroughly
infected by this idle talk, and the generals were consequently
rendered contemptible in the eyes of the enemy.” . . .
2. The Senate being informed that Antiochus i
In answer to an
had become master of Egypt, and all but taken  embassy from
Alexandria, and conceiving that the aggrandise- Ptolemy Physcon
ment of that king was a matter affecting them- and his sister
. . i Cleopatra, the
selves, appointed Gaius Popilius and others gepate sends Gaius
to go as ambassadors to put an end to the FPopilius Laenas
war, and generally to inspect the state of tE.Alexand“a'

. ivy, 44, 19.
affairs. . . . :

3. Hippias, and the other ambassadors sent by Perseus, to
Genthius to make an alliance with him, returned  Gentbius joins
before the winter, and reported that Genthius Perseus on being
would undertake to join in the war with Rome if Supptlflgn‘t"s“'h 300
he was paid three hundred talents and received '
proper securities. Thereupon Perseus sent Pantauchus, one
of his chief friends, with the following instructions: He was

{o agree to pay Genthius the money ; to interchange paths of

alliance ; to take from Genthius such hostages as he himself
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might select, and send them at once to Macedonia ; and to allow
Genthius to have such hostages from Perseus as he might name
in the text of the treaty ; further, he was to make arrangements
for the transport of the three hundred talents. Pantauchus im-
mediately started and met Genthius at Mebedn, in the country of
the Labeates, and quickly bought the young monarch over to
join in the projects of Perseus. The treaty having been sworn
to and reduced to writing, Genthius at once sent the hostages
whose names Pantauchus had caused to be entered in the
text of the treaty ; and with them he despatched Olympion to
receive the oaths and hostages from Perseus, with others who
were to have charge of the money. Pantauchus persuaded
and also consents 1iM to send also some ambassadors to join in
tojoinina a mission to Rhodes with some sent by Perseus,
mﬁiﬁ;;o in order to negotiate a mutual alliance between
) the three states. For if this were effected, and
the Rodians consented to embark upon the war, he showed that
they would be easily able to conquer the Romans. Genthius
listened to the suggestion, and appointed Parmenio and Marcus
to undertake the mission ; with instructions that, as soon as
they had received the oaths and hostages from Perseus, and
the question of the money had been settled, they were to
proceed on the embassy to Rhodes.
4. So these various ambassadors started together for
Perseus meets  Macedonia.  But Pantauchus stayed by the side
the envoys from of the young king, and kept reminding him of
Genthius ;  the necessity of making warlike preparations,
and urging him not to be too late with them. He was
especially urgent that he should prepare for a contest at sea;
for, as the Romans were quite unprepared in that department
on the coasts both of Epirus and Illyria, any purpose he might
form would be easily accomplished by himself and the forces
he might despatch. Genthius yielded to the advice and set
about his preparations, naval and military alike : and Perseus,
as soon as the ambassadors and hostages from Genthius
entered Macedonia, set off from his camp on the River
Elpeius,® with his whole cavalry, to meet them at Dium. His

first act on meeting them was to take the oaths to the alliance
1 Livy (44, 8) calls it the Enipeus (FersaZits), a tributary of the Peneus.
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in the presence of the whole body of cavalry ; for he was very
anxious that the Macedonians should know of the adhesion of
Genthius, hoping that this additional advantage would have
the effect of raising their courage: and next he received the
hostages and handed over his own to Olympion and his
colleagues, the noblest of whom were Limnaeus, the son of
Polemocrates, and Balacrus, son of Pantauchus. Lastly, he
sent the agents who had come for the money to Pella, assuring
them that they would receive it there : and appointed the am-
bassadors for Rhodes to join Metrodorus at Thessalonica, and
hold themselves in readiness to embark.

This embassy succeeded in persuading the Rhodians to
join in the war. And, having accomplished this, and sends others
Perseus next sent Herophon, who had been to Eumenes and
similarly employed before, on a mission to Antiochus,
Eumenes ; and Telemnastos of Crete to Antiochus to urge
him “Not to let the opportunity escape ; nor to imagine that
Perseus was the only person affected by the overbearing and
oppressive conduct of Rome: but to be quite sure that, if he
did not now assist Perseus, if possible by putting an end to
the war, or, if not, by supporting him in it, he would quickly
meet with the same fate himself.” . . .

5. Tn venturing upon a narrative of the intrigues of Perseus
and Fumenes, I have felt myself in a position Tye intrigues of
of great embarrassment. For to give full and  Perseus and
accurate details of the negotiations, which these Eumenes.
two kings conducted in secret between themselves, appeared
to me to be an attempt open to many obvious criticisms and
exceedingly liable to error: and yet to pass over in complete
silence what seemed to have exercised the most decisive in-
fluence in the war, and which alone can explain many of the
subsequent events, scemed to me to wear the appearance of
a certain sluggishness and entire want of enterprise. On the
whole, I decided to state briefly what I believed to be truth,
and the probabilities and surmises on which I founded that
opinion ; for I was, in fact, during this period more struck
than most people at what happened.

6, T haye already stated! that Cydas of Crete, while, serving

1 Tn a previous part of the book now lost. See Livy, 44, 25.
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in the army of Eumenes and held in especial honour by him,
The Romans be- Dad in the first place had interviews with
come suspicious Cheimarus, one of the Cretans in the army of
of Fumenes, and perseys and again had approached the walls of
ostentatiously . .
transfer their L€metrias, and conversed first with Mene-
favour to his  crates, and then with Antimachus. Again, that
brother Attalus. fferophon had been twice on a mission from
Perseus to Eumenes, and that the Romans on that account
began to have reasonable suspicions of king Eumenes, is
rendered clear from what happened to Attalus. For they
allowed this prince to come to Rome from Brundisium, and
to transact the business he had on hand, and finally gave him
a favourable answer and dismissed him with every mark of
kindness, although he had done them no service of any im-
portance in the war with Perseus; while Eumenes, who had
rendered them the most important services, and bad assisted
them again and again in their wars with Antiochus and
Perseus, they not only prevented from coming to Rome, but
bade him leave Italy within a certain number of days, though
it was mid-winter. Therefore it is quite plain that some in-
triguing had been taking place between Perseus and Eumenes
to account for the alienation of the Romans from the latter.
What this was, and how far it went, is our present subject of
inquiry.
7. We can easily satisfy ourselves that Eumenes cannot
- have wished Perseus to be the victor in the war
The origin of the d b ) in G ¥
intrigue between @14 become supreme in Greece. or to say
Eumenes and nothing of the traditional enmity and dislike
Perseus was the existing between these two, the similarity of
idea of the formerth . . ffici breed
that, both sides TEIT respectwe powers was su Clen.t to ree
being tired of the distrust, jealousy, and, in fact, the bitterest ani-
war, he might mosity between them. It was always open to
intervene with h to intr d sch . I h
profit to himself, tN€M to Intrigue and scheme against each other
secretly, and that they were both doing. For
when Eumenes saw that Perseus was in a bad way, and was
hemmed in on every side by his enemies, and would accept
any terms for the sake of putting an end to the war, and was
sending envoys to the Roman generals year after year with

this view; while the Romans also were uneasy about the
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result, because they made no real progress in the war until
Paulus took the command, and because
Aetolia was in a dangerous state of excite-
ment, he conceived that it would not be impossible that the
Romans would consent to some means of ending the war and
making terms : and he looked upon himself as the most proper
person to act as mediator and effect the reconciliation, With
these secret ideas in his mind, he began sounding Perseus by
means of Cydas of Crete, the year before, to find out how
much he would be inclined to pay for such a chance. This
appears to me to be the origin of their connexion with each
other.

8. Two kings, one of whom was the most unprincipled
and the other the most avaricious in the world,  ye bargain
‘being now pitted against each other, theirattempted between
mutual struggles presented a spectacle truly Fumenesand
ridiculous. Eumenes held out every kind of Perseus.
hope, and threw out every species of bait, believing that he
would catch Perseus by such promises. Perseus, without
waiting to be approached, rushed to the bait held out to him,
and made for it greedily ; yet he could not make up his mind
to swallow it, to such an extent as to give up any money.
The sort of huckstering contest that went on between them
was as follows. Eumenes demanded five hundred talents as
the price of his abstention from co-operating with the Romans
by land and sea during the fourth year of the war, and fifteen
hundred for putting an end to the war altogether, and pro-
mised to give hostages and securities for his promise at once.
Perseus accepted the proposal of hostages, named the
number, the time at which they were to be sent, and the
manner of their safe custody at Cnosus. But as to the money,
he said that it would be disgraceful to the one who paid; and
still more to the one who received it, to be supposed to remain
neutral for hire; but the fifteen hundred talents he would
send in charge of Polemocrates and others to Samothrace,
to be held as a deposit there. Now Perseus was master of
Samothrace ; but as Eumenes, like a poor physician, preferred

a retaining-fee to a payment after work, he finally gave wp
the attempt, when he found that his own craftiness was no

B.C. 168.
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match for the meanness of Perseus. They thus parted on
equal terms, leaving, like good athletes, the battle of avarice
a drawn one. Some of these details leaked out at the time,
and others were communicated subsequently to Perseus’s
intimate friends; and he has taught us by them that every
vice is clinched, so to speak, by avarice.

9. I add the further question from my own reflexions,
Reflexions on the Whether avarice is not also short-sighted? For
blindness of the who could fail to remark the folly of both the
avaricious kings. Lingsp  How could Eumenes on the one hand

expect to be trusted by a man with whom he was on such bad
terms; and to get so large a sum of money, when he was
able to give Perseus absolutely no security for recovering
it, in case of his not carrying out his promises? And
how could” he expect not to be detected by the Romans in’
taking so large a sum? If he had concealed it at the time he
certainly would not have done so long. Moreover, he would
have been bound at any rate, in return for it, to have adopted
the quarrel with Rome ; in which he would have been certain
to have lost the money and his kingdom together, and very
probably his life also, by coming forward as an enemy of the
Romans.  For if, even as it was, when he accomplished
nothing, but only imagined it, he fell into the gravest dangers,
what would have happened to him if this design had been
brought to perfection? And again, as to Perseus—who could
fail to be surprised at his thinking anything of higher import-
ance, or more to his advantage, than to give the money and
allow Fumenes to swallow the bait? For if, on the one hand,
Eumenes had performed any part of his promises, and had
put an end to the war, the gift would have been well bestowed ;
and if, on the other hand, he had been deceived of that
hope, he could at least have involved him in the certain
enmity of Rome; for he would have had it entirely in his
own power to make these transactions public. And one may
casily calculate how valuable this would have been to Perseus,
whether he succeeded or failed in the war: for he would
have regarded Eumenes as the guilty cause of all his mis-

fortunes, and could in no way have retaliated upon him more
effectually than by making him an enemy of Rome. What
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then was the root of all this blind folly? Nothing but
avarice. It could have been nothing else ; for, to save himself
from giving money, Perseus was content to suffer
anything, and neglect every other considera-
tion. On a par too with this was his conduct
to the Gauls and Genthius. . . .

10. The question being put to the vote at Rhodes, it was
carried to send envoys to negotiate a peace; )
and this decree thus decided the relative tgkgeailfvoed;?él;
strength of the opposite political parties at to forma con-
Rhodes [as has been stated in my essay on federation against
public speaking], showing that the party for %I?tr;evel:llnc;fzﬁ:‘r
siding with Perseus was stronger than that
which was for preserving their country and its laws. The
Prytanies immediately appointed ambassadors to negotiate
the cessation of the war: Agepolis, Diocles, and Cleombrotus
were sent to Rome; Damon, Nicostratus, Agesilochus, and
Telephus to Perseus and the consul. The Rhodians went on
in the same spirit to take further steps, so that they eventually
committed themselves past all excuse. For they at once
sent ambassadors to Crete, to renew their friendly relations
with the entire Cretan people, and to urge that, in view of the
dangers that threatened them, they should throw in their lot with
the people of Rhodes, and hold the same people to be friends
and enemies as they did, and also to address the separate cities
to the same effect. . . .

11. When the embassy led by Parmenio and Morcus
from Genthius, accompanied by those led bY ‘rhe mannerin
Metrodorus, arrived in Rhodes, the assembly which this vote of
summoned to meet them proved very turbulent, the Rhodians was
the party of Deinon venturing openly to plead carried, B.C. 168,
the cause of Perseus, whilst that of Theaetetus was quite over-
powered and dismayed. For the presence of the Tllyrian
galleys, the number of the Roman cavalry that had been
killed, and the fact of Genthius having changed sides, quite
crushed them. Thus it was that the result of the meeting of
the assembly was as I have described it. For the Rhodians

voted to return a favourable answer to hoth kings, to state
that they had resolved to put an end to the war, and to

See Plutarch,
Aemilius, ch, 12.
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