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HE present editor made the acquaint-
7 Il ance of Cato and Varro standing at a
| book stall on the Quai Voltaire in Paris,
=Ml and they carried him away in imagina-
| tion, during a pleasant half hour, not
to the vineyards and olive yards of Roman Italy,
but to the blue hills of a far distant Virginia where
the corn was beginning to tassel and the fat cattle
were loafing in the pastures. Subsequently, when
it appeared that there was then no readily availa-
ble English version of the Roman agronomists, this
translation was made, in the spirit of old Piero
Vettori, the kindly Florentine scholar, whose por-
trait was painted by Titian and whose monument
may still be seen in the Church of Santo Spirito:
in the preface of his edition of Varro he says that
he undertook the work, not for the purpose of dis-
playing his learning, but to aid others in the study
of an excellent author. Victorius was justified by
his scholarship and the present editor has no such
claim to attention: he, therefore, makes the conies-
sion frankly (to anticipate perhaps such criticism

as Bentley’s “a very pretty poem, Mr. Pope, but
[v]




don’t call it Homer”) and offers the little book to -
those who love the country, and to read about the
country amidst the crowded life of towns, with the
hope that they may find in it some measure of the
pleasure it has afforded the editor.

The texts and commentaries used have been those
of Schneider and Keil, the latter more accurate but
the former more sympathetic.

F. H.

BeLvoIr,
Fauquier County,
Virginia.

December, 1912.

[vi]



NoTE UPON THE RoMAN AGRONOMISTS,
NoTE oN THE OBLIGATION OF VIRGIL TO VARRO,

SYNOPSIS

Introduction: Of the Dignity of the Farmer,
Of Buying a Farm,

Of the Duties of the Owner,

Of Laying out the Farm,

Of Stocking the Farm,

Of the Duties of the Overseer,

Of the Duties of the Housekeeper,
Of the Hands,

Of Draining,

Of Preparing the Seed Bed,

Of Manure,

Of Soil Improvement,

Of Forage Crops,

Of Planting,

Of Pastures,

Of Feeding Live Stock,

Of the Care of Live Stock,

Of Cakes and Salad,

Of Curing Hams,
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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