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also who envy me. Let my life then be preserved for the
republic, let it be kept for the service of my country as long
as my dignity or nature will permit; and let death either be
the necessity of fate, or, if it must be encountered earlier, let
it be encountered with glory.

This being the case, although the republic has no need (to
say the leasi of it) of this embassy, still if it be possible for
me to go on it in safety, T am willing to go. Altogether, O
conscript fathers, I shall regulate the whole of my conduet in
this affair, not by any consideration of my own danger, bui
by the advantage of ihe republic. And, as I bave plenty of
time, 1 think that it behooves me to deliberate upon that over
and over again, and to adopt that line of conduct which I shall
judge to be most heneficial to the republie.

THE THIRTEENTH ORATION OF M. T. CICERO AGAINST
MARCUS ANTONIUS.

CALLED ALSO THE THIRTEENTH PHILIPPIC.

THE ARGUMENT.

Antonius wrote a long letter to Hirtius and to Octavius, to persuade them
that they were acting against their true interests and- dignity in com-
bining with the slayers of Julius Cmsar against him. But they, instead
of answering this letter, sent it to Cicero at Rome. At the same time
Lepidus wrote a public letter to the senate to exhort them to measures
of peacc; and to a reconciliation with Antonius; and took no notice
of the public honours which had been decreed to him in compliance
with Cicero's motion. The senate was much displeased at this. They
agreed, however, to a proposal of Servilius—to thank Lepidus for his
love of peace, but to desire him to leave that to them; as there could
be no peace till Antonius had laid down his arms. Dut Antonius’s
friends were encouraged by Lepidus’s letter to renew their suggestions
of a treaty ; which caused Cicero to deliver the following speech to the
senate for the purpose of counteracting the influence of their argu.
ments.

1. From the first beginning, O conscript fathers, of this
@ar which we have undertaken against those impions and
wicked citizens, I have been afraid Jest the insidious proposals
of peace might damp our zeal for the recovery of our liberty.
For the name of peacc is sweet ; and the thing itself not enly



474 CICERO’S ORATIONS.

pleasant but salutary. For a man secms to have no affection
cither for the private hearths of the citizens, nor for the pub-
lic laws, nor for the rights of freedom, who is delighted with
discord and the slaughter of his fellow-citizens, and with eivil
war; and such a man T think ought to be erased from the
catalogue of men, and exterminated from all human society.
Therefore, if Sylla, or Marius, or both of them, or Octavius,
or Cinna, or Sylla for the second time, or the other Marius
and Carbo, or if any one elsc has ever wished for civil war,
T think that man a citizen born for the detestation of the
republic.  For why should I speak of the last man who stir-
red up such a war; a Iman whose acts, indeed, we defend,
while we admit that the author of them was deservedly slain?
Nothing, then, is more infamous than such a citizen or such a
man; if indeed he deserves to be considered either a citizen
or a man, who s desirous of civil war.

But the first thing that we have to consider, O conscript fa-
thers, is whether peace can exist with all men, or whether there
be any war incapsble of reconciliation, in which any agree-
ment of peace is only a covenant of slavery. Whether Sylla
was making peace with Scipio, or whether he was only pre-
tending to do so, there was no reasen to despair, if an agree-
ment had been come to, that the city might have been in a
tolerable state. I Cinna had been willing to agree with Oc-
tavius, the safety of the citizens might still have had an exist-
ence in the republic. In the last war, if Pornpeius had relax-
od somewhat of his dignified firmness, and Casar a good deal
of his ambition, we might have had both a lasting peace, and
some considerable remainder of the republic.

1. But what is the state of things now? Is it possible
for there to be peace with Antonius? with Censorinus, and
Ventidius, and Trebellius, and Bestia, and Nucula, and Mu-
natius, and Lento, and Saxa? I have just mentioned a few
pames as a specimen; you yourselves see the countless num-
bers and savage nature of the rest of the host. Add, besides
the wrecks of Cesar’s party, the Barbs Cassii, the Barbatii,
the Pollios; add the companions and fellow-gamblers of An-
tonius, Eutrapelus, and Mela, and Ceelius, and Pontiug, and
Crassicius, and Tiro, and Mustela, and Petissius; I say no-
thing of the main body, I am only naming the leadevs. To
these are added the legionaries of the Alanda and the rest of
_the veterans, the seminary of the judges of the third decury;
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who, having exhausted their own estates, and squandered all
the fruits of Ceesar’s kindness, have now st their hearts on
our fortunes. Oh that trustworthy right hand of Antonius,
with which he has murdered many citizens! Oh that reg-
ularly ratified and solemn treaty which we made with the
Antonii! Surely if Marcus shall attempt to violate it, the
conscicntious piety of Lucius will call him back from such
wickedness. If there is any room allowed these men in this
city, there will be no room for the city itself. Place before
your eyes, O conseript fathers, the countenances of those men,
and especially the countenances of the Antonii. Mark their
gait, their lock, their face, their arrogances; mark those friends
of theirs who walk by their side, who follow them, who precede
them. What breath reeking of wine, what insolence, what
threatening language do you not think there will be there?
Unless, indeed, the mere fact of peace is to soften them, and
unless you expect that, especially when they come into this as-
sembly, they will salute cvery one of us kindly, and address us
courteously.

IIT. Do you not recollect, in the name of the immortal
gods! what resolutions you have given utterance to against
those men? You have repealed the acts of Marcus Antonius;
you have taken down his laws; you have voted that they
Were carried by violence, and with a disregard of the auspices;
you have called out the levies throughout all Italy; you have
pronounced that colleague and ally of all wickedness a public
enemy. What peace can there be with this man? Iven if
he were a foreign enemy, still, after such actions as have taken
place, it would be scarcely possible, by any means whatever,
to have peace. Though scas and mountains, and vast regions
lay between you, still you would hate such a man without
gecing him. Dut these men will stick to your eyes, and when
they can, to your very throats ; for what fences will be strong
enough for us to restrain savage beasis I—Oh, but the result
of war is uncertain. It is at all events in the power of brave
wen, such as you onght to be, to display your valor (for cer-
tainly brave men can do that), and not to fear the caprice of
fortune.

Tut since it is not only courage but wisdom also which
is expocted from this order (although these qualities appear
scarcely possible to be separated, still let us separafc them
here), courage bids us fight, inflames our just hatred, urges
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us to the conflict, summons us to danger. "What says wisdom
She uses more cautious counsels, she is provident for the fu-
ture, she is in every respect morc on the defensive. What
then does she think? for we must obey her, and we are bound
to consider that the best thing which is arranged in the most
prudent manner. If she enjoins me to think nothing of more
consequence than my life, not to fight at the risk of my life,
but to avoid all danger, I will then ask her whether I am alsa
to become a slave when T have obeyed all these injunctions %
If she says, yes; I for one will not listen to that Wisdom,
however learned she may be; but if the answer is, Preserve
your life and your safety, Preserve your fortune, «“Preserve
your estate, still, however, considering all these things of less
value than liberty ; therefore enjoy these things if you can do
so consistently with the freedom of the republic, and do not
abandon liberty for them, but sacrifice them for liberty, as
proofs of the injury you have sustained ;'—then I shall think
that I really am listening to the voice of Wisdom, and T will
obey her as a god. T herefore, if when we have received those
men we can still be free, let us subdue our hatred to them,
and endure peace; but if there can be no tranquillity while
those men are in safety, then let us rejoice that an opportu-
nity of fighting them is put in our power. For so, either
(these men being conquered) we shall enjoy the republic vie-
torious, or, if we be defeated (but may Jupiter avert that dis-
aster), we shall live, if not with an actual breath, at all events
in the renown of our valor.

TV. But Marcus Lepidus, having been a second time styled
Imperator, Pontifex Maximus, a man who deserved excellent-
Iy well of the republic in the last ¢ivil war, exhorts us to
peace. No one, O conseript fathers, has greater weight with
me than Marcus Lepidus, both on account of his personal vir-
tues, and by reason of the dignity of his family. There are
also private reasons which influence me, such as great services
he has done me, and some kindnesses which T have done him.
But the greatest of his services T consider to be his being of
such a disposition as he is toward the republic, which has
at all times been dearer to me than my life. Fer when by
his influence he inclined Magnus Pompeius, a most admirable
young man, the son of one of the greatest of mon, to peace,
Y od without arms released the republic from imminent dan-
ger of civil war, by so doing he laid me under as great obli:
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gations a3 it was in the power of any man to do. There-
fore 1 proposed to deeree to him the most ample honors that
werc in my pewer, in which you agreed with me; nor have
T ceased both to think and speak in the highest terms of
him. The republic has Marcus Lepidus bound to it by many
pledges. He is a man of the highest rank, of the greatest
honors; he has the most honorable priesthood, and has re-
ceived numberless distinctions in the city. 'There are monu-
ments of himself, and of his brother, and of his ancestors; he
hae 2 most excellent wife, children such as any man might de-
give, an ample family estate, untainted with the blood of his
follow-citizens. No citizen has been injured by him; many
have been delivered from misery by his kindness and pity.
Such a man and such a citizen may indeed err in his opinion,
but it is quite impossible for him in inclination to be unfriend-
ly to the republic.

Marcus Lepidus i desirous of peace. He does well espe-
cially if he can make such a peace as he made lately, owing to
which the republic will behold the son of Cnzus Pompeius,
and will receive him in her bosom and embrace; and will
think, that not he alone, but that she also is restored to her-
solf with him. 'This was the reason why you decreed to him
a statuc in the rostra with an honorable inscription, and why
you voted him a triumph in his absence. For although he had
performed great exploits in war, and such as well deserved a
triumph, still for that he might not have had that given to
him which was not given to Lucius ZEmilius, nor to Amili-
anus Scipio, nor to the former Afvicanus, nor to Marias, nor
to Pompeins, who bad the conduet of greater wars than he
had, but because he had put an end to a civil war in perfect
silence, the first moment that it was in his power, on that ac-
count you conferred on him the greatest honors.

V. Do you think, then, O Marcus Lepidus, that the An-
tonit will be to the republic such citizens as she will find Pom-
peius? In the onc there is modesty, gravity, moderation, in-
Eegrity; in them (and when T speak of them, I do not mean to
omit one of that band of pirates), there is lust, and wickedness,
and savage audacity capable of every crime. I entreat of
you, O conscript fathers, which of you fails to see this which
Tortune herself, who is called blind, sces? For, saving the
acts of Ceesar, which we maintain for the sake of harmony, his
>wn house will be open to Pompeius, and he will redeem it
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for the same sum for which Antonius bought it. Yes, I say
the son of Cnezus Pompeius will buy back his house. O mel~
“ancholy circumstance! DBut these things have been already
lamented long and bitterly enough. You have voted a sum
of money to Cnwmus Pompeius, equal to that which his con-
quering encmy had appropriated to himself of hLis father’s
property in the distribution of Lis booty. But I claim per-
mission to manage this distribution myself, as due to my con-
nection and intimacy with his father. Tle will buy back the
villas, the houses, and some of the estates in the city whick
Antonius is in possession of. For as for the silver plate, the
garments, the furniture, and the wine which that glutton has
made away with, those things he will lose without forfeiting
his equanimity. The Afban and Firmian villas he will re-
cover from Dolabella; the Tusculan villa he will also recover
from Antonius. And these Ansers who are joining in the
attack on Mutina and in the blockade of Decimus Bratus will
be driven from his Falernian villa. There are many others,
perhaps, who will be made to disgorge their plander, but their
names escape my memory. L say, 100, that those men who
are not in the mumber of our encinies, will be made to re-
atore the possessions of Pompetus to his son for the price a
which they bought them. Tt was the act of a sufficiently
rash man, not to say an andacious one, to touch a single par
ticle of that property; but who will have the face to endeav:
or to retain it, when its most illustrious owner is restored t¢
his country? Will not that man restore his plurder, whe
enfolding the patrimony of his master in his embrace, cling-
ing to the treasure like a dragon, the slave of Pompeius, the
froedman of Coesar, has seized upon his estates in the Lucar
nian district? And as for those seven hundred millions of ses-
terces which you, O conscript fathers, promised to the young
man, they will be recovered in such a manner that the son of
Cnemus Pompeius will appear to have been established by yov
in his patrimony. This is what the senate must do; the Bo-
man people will do the rest with respect to that family which
was ab ope time one of the mosb honorable it ever saw. In
the first place, it will invest him with bis father’s honor as an
augur, for which rank I will nominate bim and promote his
election, in order that I may restore to the son what I received
from the father. Which of these men will the Roman people
most willingly sanction as the augur of the all-powerful and
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all-great Jupiter, whose interpreters and messengers we have
been appointed,—FPompeius or Antonius? It seems indeed, to
me, that Fortune has managed this by the divine aid of the
immortal gods, that, leaving the acts of Cwsar firmly ratified,
the son of Cnzus Pompeius might still be able to recover the
dignities and fortunes of his father.

VI AndIthink, O conscript fathers, that we ought not to
pass over that fact either in silence, ——that those illustricus
men who are acting as embassadors, Lucius Paullus, Quintus
Thermus, and Caius Fannius, whose inclinations toward the
republic you are thoroughly acquainted with, and also with
the constancy and firmness of that fuvorable inclination, report
that they turned aside to Marseilles for the purpose of confer-
ring with Pompeins, and that they found him in a disposition
very much inelined to go with his troops to Mutina, if he had
not been afraid of offending the minds of the veterans. But
he is a true son of that father who did guite as many things
wisely as he did bravely. Therefore you perceive that his
courage was quite ready, and that prudence was not wanting
to him.

And this, too, is what Marcus Lepidus ought to take care
of,—not to appear to act in any respect with more arrogance
than suits his character. For if he alarms us with his army,
he is forgetting that that army belongs to the senate, and to
the Roman people, and to the whole republic, not to himself.
«But he has the power to use it as if it were his own.” What
then? Does it become virtuous men to do every thing which
it is in their power to do? Suppose it to be a base thing 7
Suppose it to be a mischicvous thing?  Buppose it he abse-
lutely unlawful to do it? '

But what can be more base, or more shareeful, or more nt-
terly unbecoming, than to lead an army against the senate,
against one’s fellow-citizens, against one’s country? Or what
ean deserve greater blame than doing that which is unlawful?
But it is not lawful for any one to lead an army against his
country ? if indeed we say that that is lawful which is per-
mitted by the laws or by the usages and established principles
of our ancestors. For it does not follow that whatever a manp
has power to do is lawful for him to do; nor, if he be not
hindered, is he on that account permitted to do so. TFor to
you, O Lepidus, as to your ancestors, your country has given
an army to be cmployed in her cause. With this army you
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