THE FOURTH PHILIPPIC

ARGUMENT

Ture subject of this oration is the same as the last, viz., the necessity
of resistance to Philip. The time of its delivery would appear to have
been a little later, whilst Philip was yet in Thrace, and before he
commenced the siege of the Propontine towns. No new event is
alluded to, except the seizure of Hermias by the satrap Mentor, the
exact date of which is uncertain. The orator urges here, still more
strongly than he had dome in the third Philippic, the necessity of
applying to Persia for assistance. His advice was followed, and a
negotiation was opened with that monarchy which led to the effective
relief of Perinthus. There is a remarkable passage in this speech on
the importance of general unanimity which seems to imply that dis-
putes had arisen between the richer and poorer classes, chiefly in regard
to the application of the public revenue. The view which is here taken
on the subject of the Theoric distributions is so different from the
argument in the Olynthiacs, that modern critics have generally con-
sidered this Oration to be spurious. Another ground for such opinion
is, that it contains various passages borrowed from other speeches,
and not very skilfully put together. Yet the genuineness seems not
to have been doubted by any of the ancient grammarians,

BELIEVING, men of Athens, that the subject of your consul-
tation is serious and momentous to the state, I will endeavour
to advise what I think important, Many have been the
faults, accumnulated for some time past, which have brought
us to this wretched condition; but none is under the circum-
stances so distressing as this, men of Athens; that your
minds are alienated from public business; you are attentive
just while you sit listening to some news, afterwards you all
go away, and, so far from caring for what you heard, you
forget it altogether.

Well; of the extent of Philip’s arrogance and ambition, as
evinced in his dealings with every people, you have been
informed. That it is not possible to restrain him in such
course by speeches and harangues, no man can be ignorant:
or, if other reasons fail to convince you, reflect on this.
Whenever we have had to discuss our claims, on no occasion
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have we been worsted or judged in the wrong; we have still
beaten and got the better of all in argument. But do his
affairs go badly on this account, or ours well? By no means,
For as Philip immediately proceeds, with arms in his hand,
to put all he possesses boldly at stake, whilst we with our
equities, the speakers as well as the hearers, are sitting still,
actions (naturally enough) outstrip words, and people attend
not to what we have argued or may argue, but to what
we do. And our doings are not likely to protect any of our
injured neighbours: I need not say more upon the subject.
Therefore, as the states are divided into two parties, one
that would neither hold arbitrary government nor submit to
it, but live under free and equal laws; another desiring to
govern their follow-citizens, and be subject to some third
power, by whose assistance they hope to accomplish that
object; the partisans of Philip, who desire tyranny and
despotism, have everywhere prevailed, and I know not
whether there is any state left, besides our own, with a
popular constitution firmly established. And those that
hold the government through him have prevailed by all the
means efficacious in worldly affairs; principally and mainly
by having a person to bribe the corruptible; secondly, a
point no less important, by having at their command, at
whatever season they required, an army to put down their
opponents. We, men of Athens, are not only in these
respects behindhand; we cannot even be awaked; like men
that have drunk mandrake! or some other sleeping potion;
and methinks—for I judge the truth must be spoken—we
are by reason thereof held in such disrepute and contempt,
that, among the states in imminent danger, some dispute
with us for the lead, some for the place of congress; others
have resolved to defend themselves separately rather than
in union with us.

Why am I so particular in mentioning these things? I

1 Used for a powerful opiate by the ancients. [t is called Mandra-
gora also in English,
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seek not to give offence; so help me all the powers of heaven!
I wish, men of Athens, to make it clear and manifest to you
all that habitual sloth and indolence, the same in public
matters as in private life, is not immediately felt on every
occasion of neglect, but shows itself in the general result.
Look at Serrium and Doriscus; which were first disregarded
after the peace. Their names perhaps are unknown to many
of you: yet your careless abandonment of these lost Thrace
and Cersobleptes your ally. Again, seeing these places neg-
lected and unsupported by you, he demolished Porthmus, and
raised a tyrant in Eubcea like a fortress against Attica. This
being disregarded, Megara was very nearly taken. You were
insensible, indifferent to all his aggressions; gave no intima-
tion that you would not permit their continuance. He
purchased Antrones,' and not long after had got Oreus into
his power. Many transactions I omit; Pherw, the march
against Ambracia, the massacres at Elis,* and numberless
others: for I have not entered upon these details to enume-
rate the people whom Philip has oppressed and wronged, but
to show you that Philip will not desist from wronging all
people and pursuing his conquests, until an effort 1s made
to prevent him. -

There are persons whose custom it is, before they hear any
speech in the debate, to ask immediately—" What must we
do? ”"—not with the intention of doing what they are told
(or they would be the most serviceable ot men), but in order
to get rid of the speaker. Nevertheless you should be
advised what to do. First, O my countrymen, you must be
firmly convinced in your minds that Philip is at war with

1A town in Thessaly. We do not know all the details of Philip’s
proceedings in that country, but we have seen enough to show that
under the guise of a protector he was not far short of being the master
of the Thessalian people. Some of their towns were actually in his
possession, as Phere and Pagase.

2 The Elean exiles, having engaged in their service a body of the
Phocian mercenaries, made an irruption into Elis, but were defeated.
A large number of prisoners were taken and put to death. This

happened B.C. 343. The government of Elis was at that time in the
hands of a Macedonian party.
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our state, and has broken the peace; that, while he is inimical
and hostile to the whole of Athens, to the ground of Athens,
and I may add, to the gods in Athens (may they exterminate
him!), there is nothing which he strives and plots against so
much as our constitution, nothing in the world that he is so
anxious about, as its destruction. And thereunto he is driven
n some sort by necessity. Consider. He wishes for empire:
he believes you to be his only opponents. He has been a
long time injuring. you, as his own conscience best informs
him; for by means of your possessions, which he is able to
enjoy, he secures all the rest of his kingdom: had he given
up Amphipolis and Potidza, he would not have deemed him-
self safe even in Macedonia. He knows therefore, both that
he is plotting against you, and that you are aware of it; and,
supposing you to have common sense, he judges that you
detest him as you ought. Besides these important con-
siderations, he is assured that, though he became master of
everything else, nothing can be safe for him while you are
under popular government: should any reverse ever befall
him (and many may happen to a man), all who are now under
constraint will come for refuge to you. For you are not
inclined yourselves to encroach and usurp dominion; but
tamous rather for checking the usurper or depriving hlm of
his conquests, ever ready to molest the aspirants for empire,
and vindicate the liberty of all nations. He would not like
that a free spirit should proceed from Athens, to watch the
occasions of his weakness; nor is such reasoning foolish or
idle. First then you must assume that he is an irreconcile-
able enemy of our constitution and democracy; secondly,
you must be convinced that all his operations and contri-
vances are designed for the injury of our state. None of you
can be so silly as to suppose that Philip covets those miseries
in Thrace (for what else can one call Drongilus and Cabyle
and Mastira and the places which he is said now to occupy?),
and that to get possession of them he endures hardships and
winters and the utmost peril, but covets not the harbours
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of Athens, the docks, the galleys, the silver mines, the
revenues of such value, the place and the glory-—never may
he or any other man obtain these by the conquest of our city!
—or that he will suffer you to keep these things, while for the
sake of the barley and millet in Thracian caverns he winters
in the midst of horrors. Impossible. The object of that
and every other enterprise of Philip i3 to become master
here,

So should every man be persuaded and convinced; and
therefore, I say, should not call upon your faithful and up-
right counsellor to move a resolution for war: such were the
part of men seeking an enemy to fight with, not men forward-
ing the interests of the state. Only sece. Suppose for the
first breach of the treaty by Philip, or for the second or third
(for there is a series of breaches), any one had made a motion
for war with him, and Philip, just as he has now without such
motion, had aided the Cardians, would not the mover have
been sacrificed? would not all have imputed Philip’s aid of
the Cardians to that cause? Don’t then look for a person to
vent your anger on for Philip’s trespasses, to throw to Philip’s
hirelings to be torn in pieces. Do not, after yourselves voting
for war, dispute with each other whether you ought or ought
not to have done so. As Philip conducts the war, so resist
him: furnish those who are resisting him now ! with money
and what else they demand; pay your contributions, men of
Athens, provide an army, swift-sailing galleys, horses, trans-
ports, all the materials of war. Our present mode of opera-
tion is ridiculous; and by the gods I believe that Philip
could not wish our republic to take any other course than
what ye now pursue. You miss your time, waste your
money, look for a person to manage your affairs, are discon-
tented, accuse one another. How all this comes about I will
explain, and how it may cease I will inform you.

Nothing, O men of Athens, have you ever set on foot or
contrived rightly in the beginning: you always follow the

1 Referring to Diopithes and his troops in the Chersonese,
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event, stop when you are too late, on any new occurrence
prepare and bustle again. But that is not the way of pro-
ceeding. Tt is never possible with sudden levies to perform
any essential service. You must establish an army, provide
maintenance for it, and paymasters, and commissaries, so
ordering it that the strictest care be taken of your funds;
demand from those officers an account of the expenditure,
from your general an account of the campaign; and leave not
the general any excuse for sailing elsewhere or prosecuting
another enterprise. If ye so act and so resolve in earnest,
you will compel Philip to observe a just peace and remain
in his own country, or will contend with him on equal terms;
and perhaps, Athenians, perhaps, as you now inquire what
Philip is doing, and whither marching, so he may be anxious
to learn whither the troops of Athens are bound, and where
they will make their appearance.

Should any man think that these are affairs of great expense
and toil and difficulty, he thinks rightly enough: but let him
consider what the consequences to Athens must be, if she
refuse so to act, and he will find it is our interest to perform
our duties cheerfully. Suppose you had some god for your
surety—for certainly no mortal could guarantee a thing so
fortunate—that, although you kept quiet and sacrificed
everything, Philip would not attack you at last, yet, by
Jupiter and all the gods, it would be disgraceful, unworthy
of yourselves, of the dignity of your state, and the deeds of
your ancestors, for the sake of selfish indolence to abandon
the rest of Greece to servitude. For my part, I would rather
die than have advised such a course: however, if any other
man advises it, and can prevail on you, be it so; make no
defence, abandon all. But if no man holds such an opinion,
if on the contrary we all foresee that the more we permit
Philip to conquer, the more fierce and formidable an enemy
we shall find him, what subterfuge remains? what excuse for
delay? Or when, O Athenians, shall we be willing to act as

becomes us? Peradventure, when there is some necessity,
H 546
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But what may be called the necessity of freemen is not only
come, but past long ago; and that of slaves you must surely
deprecate. What is the difference? To a freeman shame
for what is occurring is the strongest necessity; I know of
none stronger that can be mentioned: to a slave, stripes and
bodily chastisement; abominable things! too shocking to
name!

To be backward, men of Athens, in performing those
services to which the person and property of every one are
liable, is wrong, very wrong, and yet it admits of some excuse:
but refusing even to hear what is necessary to be heard, and
fit to be considered, this calls for the severest censure. Your
practice however is neither to attend until the business
actually presses, as it does now, nor to deliberate about any-
thing at leisure. When Philip is preparing, you, instead of
doing the like and making counter-preparation, remain list-
less, and, if any one speaks a word, clamour him down: when
you receive news that any place is lost or besieged, then you
listen and prepare. But the time to have heard and consulted
was then when you declined; the time to act and employ
your preparations is now that you are hearing. Such being
your habits, you are the only people who adopt this singular
course: others deliberate usually before action, you deliberate
after action.

One thing ! remains, which should have been done long
ago, but even yet is not too late: I will mentionit. Nothing
in the world does Athens need so much as money for
approaching exigencies. Lucky events have occurred, and,
if we rightly improve them, perhaps good service may be
done. In the first place, those ® whom the king trusts and
regards as his benefactors are at enmity and war with Philip.
Secondly, the agent and confidant ® of all Philip’s prepara-

1 He means negotiation with Persia, to obtain pecuniary assistance.

2 The Thracians, who had always been regarded as benefactors of the
Persian king since they assisted Darius on his invasian of Scythia,
Philip was making war in Thrace at this time, and had subjected a
considerable part of the country.

$ Hermias, governor of Atarneus of Mysia, who for his treasonable
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