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BOOK 1V

CuaprTER 1. SPREUSIPPUS (circa 407-339 B.C.)
(Head of the Academy, 347-389 B.C.)

Tue foregoing is the best account of Plato that we
were able to compile after a diligent examination of
the authorities. He was succeeded by Speusippus,
an Athenian and son of Burymedon, who belonged.
to the deme of Myrrhinus, and was the son of Plato’s
sister Potone. He was head of the school for eight
years beginning in the 108th Olympiad.® He set
up statues of the Graces in the shrine of the Muses
erected by Plato in the Academy. He adhered
faithfully to Plato’s doctrines. In character, however,
he was unlike him, being prone to anger and easily
overcome by pleasures. At any rate there is a story
that in a fit of passion he flung his favourite dog
into the well, and that pleasure was the sole motive
for his journey to Macedonia to be present at the
wedding-feast of Casander.

It was said that among those who attended his
lectures were the two women who had been pupils
of Plato, Lastheneia of Mantinea and Axiothea of
Phlius. And at the time Dionysius in 2 letter says
derisively, We may judge of your wisdom by the
Arcadian girl who is your pupil. And, whereas
Plato exempted from fees all who came to him, you

875



DIOGENES LAERTIUS

> 7 \ 1 ~ 1 3 € I é \

emoler o0 8¢ Saouoldoyels kal map EKOVTWY KAl

. Grdvrav AauPdves.”’  obtos mpdTos, kadd ¢not

Aiddwpos év * AmropnpovevpdTwy TpdT, év Tols
1 A

pabipaow éfedoaro TO KOWOV Kol ouvvwkelwae

kabéoov 7y Swwardy dAdjAois kal mpdTOS. TAPG

*Tookpdrovs T KoloUueva dméppra éénqveyker,

3 s dmor Kaweds. kal mpdros ebpev ¢ Ta dopuia
Tév dpvydvwy eboyka mowdow.

"H8n 8¢ dmd mapadioews kal T odpa diépbapro,
ral wpos Bevorpdrny Stemréumero mapakardv avTov
3 -~ 1 \ 1 / \ \
ety kal Ty oxoly Swadéfacbar. paoi e

k) A 3 9 3 ' / 3 A 3 ’
adrov én’ dpaélov gepouevoy eis TIY Axadnpelay
oUYaVTIOOL Avoyéver kai Xaipe elmelys Tov O¢ Pd-

€ 2 \ \ 4 o € 7/ -~ ~
vae,  GAAG 1) 00 yeE, 6oTls VTOUEVELs {7y TotoDros
4 el A} 7 < A 3 ! < AY 1 ?
Oy kal Télos vmo dfvuias éxwy  Tov Biov

’ \ ” v ¢ A s 5 7
periMaée ynpaids av. Kol EOTw NUGV €ls AVTOV”

AN €l py Zmredoummov udvfavov H3e Oavetobour,

otk dv Emeé ué Tis T6de Ao

€ ~ 3 \ 7/ AY o k] A > -~

s v otxt IIAdrwm mpos atporos® oV yap abopdv

warOaver dv Sud TL opddpa HLKPOV.

& Tdodrapyos 8¢ ¢mow é&v 74 Avadvdpov Blw kal
StMa Pphepoiv exléoar adTov. Fv 8¢ kal 76 adpo
Suaxexvpéros, ds no Tuudleos & 7 Tlepl PBicwv.
obros, ¢motl, mpds Tov épdvTa aAoviotor apuopPov
épm, Tl S¢ go. Set Tovrov; éyw ydp got Séka,
raldvroy edpopporépar’ edpriow.”

1 eduopgporépar] fort. auoppérepov H. Richards.

S —

¢ Romance seems to have been busy with the life of
Speusippus. Athenaeus, vii. 279 ¥, quotes from the same
forged letter of Dionysius to Speusippus bringing similar
charges.
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IV. 2-4. SPEUSIPPUS

levy tribute on them and collect it whether they will
or no.” @ According to Diodorus in the first book of
his Memorabilia, Speusippus was the first to discern
the common element in all studies and to bring them
into connexion with each other so far as that was
possible. And according to Caeneus he was the first
to divulge what Isocrates called the secrets of his
art, and the first to devise the means by which fagots
of firewood are rendered portable.

When he was already crippled by paralysis, he
sent a message to Xenocrates entreating him to
come and take over the charge of the school.? They
say that, as he was being conveyed to the Academy
in a tiny carriage, he met.and saluted Diogenes, who
replied, Nay, if you can endure to live in such a
plight as this, I decline to return your greeting.”
‘At last in old age he became so despondent that
he put an end to his life. Here follows my epigram
upon him ¢ :

Had 1 not learnt that Speusippus would die thus, no one
would have persuaded me to say that he was surely not of
Plato’s blood ; for else he would never have died in despair
for a trivial cause.

Plutarch in the Lives of Lysander and Sulla makes
his malady to have been ‘ morbus pedicularis.” d
That his body wasted away is affirmed by Timotheus
in his book On Lives. Speusippus, he says, meeting
a rich man who was in love with one who was no
beauty, said to him, “ Why, pray, are you in such
sore need of him ?  For ten talents I will find you a
more handsome bride.”

» The most trustworthy account of what happened when
Xenocrates was_elected is furnished by Indes Academicus,

p- 38 sq. ed. Mekler.
¢ _Anth, Pal. viil. 101, @ Of. supra, iii. 40.
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1V. 4-5. SPEUSIPPUS

e has left behind a vast store of memoirs and
numerous dialogues, among them :

Aristippus the Cyrenaic.

On Wealth, one book.

On Pleasure, one book.

On Justice,

On Philosophy,

On Friendship,

On the Gods,

The Philosopher,

A Reply to Cephalus,

Cephalus,

Clinomachus or Lysias,

The Citizen,

Of the Soul,

A Reply to Gryllus,

Avristippus,

Criticism of the Arts, each in one book.

Memoirs, in the form of dialogues.

Treatise on System, in one book.

Dialogues on the Resemblances in Science, in ten
books.

Divisions and Hypotheses relating to the Re-
semblances.

On Typical Genera and Species.

A Reply to the Anonymous Work.

Eulogy of Plato.

Epistles to Dion, Dionysius and Philip.

On Legislation.

The Mathematician.

Mandrobolus.

Liysias.

Definitions.

Arrangements of Commentaries.
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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