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BOOK V

Cuarrer 1. ARISTOTLE (884-322 B.C.)

Aristorie, son of Nicomachus and Phaestis, was
a native of Stagira. His father, Nicomachus, as
Hermippus relates in his book On dristotle, traced
his descent from Nicomachus who was the son of
Machaon and grandson of Asclepius ; and he resided
with Amyntas, the king of Macedon, in the capacity
of physician and friend. Aristotle was Plato’s most
genuine disciple ; he spoke with a lisp, as we learn
From Timotheus the Athenian in his book On Lives ;
further, his calves were slender (so they say), his
eyes small, and he was conspicuous by his attire, his
rings, and the cut of his hair. According to
Timaeus, he had a son by Herpyllis, his concubine,
who was also called Nicomachus.

He seceded from the Academy while Plato was
otill alive. Hence the remark attributed to the
latter : *° Aristotle spurns me, as colts kick out at
the mother who bore them.” ¢ Hermippus in his
Lives mentions that he was absent as Athenian
envoy ab the court of Philip when Xenocrates became
head of the Academy, and that on his return, when
he saw the school under a new head, he made choice
of a public walk in the Lyceum where he would walk

s Of. Aelian, V.IL iv. 9.
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V. 2-4. ARISTOTLE

up and down discussing philosophy with his pupils
until it was time to rub themselves with oil. Hence
the name * Peripatetic.” But others say that it was
given to him because, when Alexander was recovex-
ing from an illness and taking daily walks, Aristotle
joined him and talked with him on certain matters.

Tn time the circle about him grew larger ; he then
sat down to lecture, remarking ¢ :

Tt were base to keep silence and let Xenocrates? speak.

He also taught his pupils to discourse upon a set
theme, besides pradtising them in oratory. After-
wards, however, he departed to Hermias the eunuch,
who was tyrant of Atarneus, and there is one story
that he was on very affectionate terms with Hermias ;
according to another, Hermias bound him by ties of
kinship, giving him his daughter or his niece in
marriage, and so Demetrius of Magnesia narrates in
his work on Poets and Writers of the Same Name. The
same author tells us that Hermias had been the slave
of Bubulus, and that he was of Bithynian origin and
had murdered his master. Aristippus in his first
book On the Luzury of the Ancients says that Aristotle
fell in love with a concubine of Hermias, and married
her with his consent, and in an excess of delight
sacrificed to a weak woman as the Athenians did to
Demeter of Tleusis ®; and that he composed a paean
in honour of Hermias, which is given below ; nextthat
he stayed in Macedonia at Philip’s court and received
from him his son Alexander as his pupil 3 that he
ctitioned Alexander to restore his native city which
had been destroyed by Philip and obtained his
Gvew ApoToTENY Buaiar TeTeNevTKUL T yvvaikl TOL'U.I/ITY]V
smotay Afmalo TR Adumrpe.  This version is jrreconcilable

with dwepxatpwy in D.
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V. 46, ARISTOTLE

request ; and that he also drew up a code of laws for
the inhabitants. Welearn further that, following the
example of Xenocrates, he made it a rule in his
school that every ten days a new president should be
appointed. When he thought that he had stayed
long enough with Alexander, he departed to Athens,
having first presented to Alexander his kinsman
Callisthenes of Olynthus. But when Callisthenes
talked with too much freedom to the king and dis-
regarded his own advice, Aristotle is said to have
rebuked him by citing the line ¢ :

Short-lived, I ween, wilt thou be, my child, by what thuo

sayest.
And so indeed it fell out. For he, being suspected
of complicity in the plot of Hermolaus against the
life of Alexander, was confined in an iron cage and
carried about until he became infested with vermin
through lack of proper attention ; and finally he was
thrown to a lion and so met his end.

To return to Aristotle : he came to Athens, was
head of his school for thirteen years, and then
withdrew to Chalcis because he was indicted for
impiety by Furymedon the hierophant, or, accord-
ing to Favorinus ? in his Miscellaneous History, by.
Demophilus, the ground of the charge being the
hymn he composed to the aforesaid Hermias, as well

as the following inscription for his statue at Delphi ¢

This man in violation of the hallowed law of the immortals
was unrighteously clajn by the king of the bow-bearing
Persians, who overcame him, not openly with a spear in
marderous combat, but by treachery with the aid of one In

whom he trusted.
At Chaleis he died, according to Fumelus in the
o Anth. Plan. iii. 48.

voL. I 2a
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