H
Kep. a’. TITOATOPAZ

1 Eredy 8¢ mp lovicy dudocodiav Ty dmo
Oalod wxal Tovs év Tavdry Sayevouévovs dvdpas
> ’ ’ o ’ \ \ ~
Géoddyovs  SiehAdlauer, dépe  rai mepl TS
Traducsys Sradd Fs Hpfe Tvbaydpas M
ralichs StaddBwuer, fs npEe Tlvbayopas Mymo-
dpxov SaxrvhoyMidov, s ¢now “BEpuwrmos,
Zd,umg/ 7, (f)s; ’épcm‘o’f’evos, Toppnvos dm? puds
7&v whowv ds éoyov Alnpaior Tuppnrovs ex-
Baldvres. &uow 8 vidv pév elvar Mapudrov Tob
“Irmdoov 0B Ei0ddpovos Tod Kdewvidpov Pv-
yddos éx Dwivros, oliely & év Tdue Tov Map-
14 4 \ 4 /
paxov, &0ev Zdpwov Tov 1lvbayscpav AéyeaOar:
-~ QN> b / 3 4 7 ¢ h)
ovorjvar 8 eis AdoPov éNDdvra Deperitdy Dmo
Zwitov Tob Oelov. ral Tpla moThpia kaTaoKeva-
cdpevos dpyvpd Sdpov Saiveyrer éxdoTe TV
¢ 7 k3 iz b4 3 £l ’ 7/
lepéwv els Alyvmrov. &oxe & adelpods, mpeafi-
repov pév Etvopov, péoov 8¢ Tuppnyov: rai SoDAov
Ziporéw, & Dérau fdovor, Kpdvov voullovres,
o € 4 g ¥ 4 A
s dnow ‘HpdBoros. olros vrovoe pev, kafa

(]

¢ Compare Clement Alex. Strom. i. 62 TvBaybpas uéy
oty Mynodpyov Sducos, Gs ¢now lrwbdforos, bs 8¢ "ApioTidfevos
év 1¢ Tvbaybpou Blw, kal ’ApisTapxos ral Oebmwoumos, Tvppmros
fw, ws 08¢ Nedwns, Zdpos # Tipeos, GoTe elvar kaTd TOUS
rhelorovs 700 Wubwyipuy Bhpfapoy 10 yives. P OTph_YTy also
320



BOOK VIII

Cuaprer 1. PYTHAGORAS (c. 582-500 B.c.)

Having now completed our account of the phil-
osophy of Ionia starting with Thales, as well as of
its chief representatives, let us proceed to examine
the philosophy of Italy, which was started by
Pythagoras,® son of the gem-engraver Mnesarchus,
and according to Hermippus, a Samian, or, according
to Aristoxenus, a Tyrrhenian from one of those
islands which the Athenians held after clearing them
of their Tyrrhenian inhabitants. Some indeed say
that he was descended through Euthyphro, Hippasus
and Marmacus from Cleonymus, who was exiled from
Phlius, and that, as Marmacus lived in Samos, so
Pythagoras was called a Samian. From Samos he
went, it is said, to Lesbos with an introduction to
Pherecydes from his uncle Zoilus. He had three
silver flagons made and took them as presents to
each of the priests of Egypt. He had brothers,
of whom Eunomus was the elder and Tyrrhenus
the second ; he also had a slave, Zamolxis, who is
worshipped, so says Herodotus,? by the Getans,
(V. Pyth. i) favours the connexion with Phoenicia, so
that the boy Pythagoras was instructed there by Chaldaeans

before, on his return to Samos, he enjoyed the instruction
of Pherecydes of Syros and of Hermodaimas of Samos.

b iv. 98 sq.
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VIII. 2-4. PYTHAGORAS

as Cronos. He was a pupil, as already stated, of
‘Pherecydes of Syros, after whose death he went to
Samos to be the pupil of Hermodamas, Creophylus’s
descendant, a man already advanced in years. While
still young, so eager was_ he for knowledge, he left
his own country and had himself initiated into all
the mysteries and rites not only of Greece but also
of foreign countries. Now he was in Egypt when
Polycrates sent him a letter of introduction to
Amasis ; he learnt the Egyptian language, so we
learn from Antiphon in his book On Men of Out-
standing Merit, and he also journeyed among the
Chaldaeans and Magi. Then while in Crete he went
down into the cave of Ida with Epimenides ; he also
entered the Egyptian sanctuaries,® and was told their
secret lore concerning the gods. After that he
returned to Samos to find his country under the
tyranny of Polycrates; so he sailed away to Croton
in Italy, and there he laid down a constitution for
the Italian Greeks, and he and his followers were
held in great estimation; for, being nearly three
hundred in number, so well did they govern the
ctate that its constitution was in effect a true aristo-
cracy (government by the best).

This ig what Heraclides of Pontus tells us he used
to say about himself: that he had once been
Aethalides and was accounted to be Hermes’ son,
and Hermes told him he might choose any gift
he liked except immortality; so he asked to
retain through life and through death a memory
of his experiences. Hence in life he could recall
everything, and when he died he still kept the

T8 G0vTa KaTENdGY THY puoTucly Tapé Alyumriwy éxudfor puho-
soplar. Cf. also lamblichus, Vit. Pyth. 18 sq.
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VIIL. 4-6. PYTHAGORAS

came memories. Afterwards in course of time his
soul entered into Huphorbus and he was wounded
by Menelaus. Now Buphorbus used to say that he
had once been Aethalides and obtained this gift
from Hermes, and then he told of the wanderings of
his soul, how it migrated hither and thither, into
how many plants and animals it had come, and all
that it underwent in Hades, and all that the other
souls there have to endure. When Euphorbus died,
Lis soul passed into Hermotimus, and he also, wishing
to authenticate the story, went up to the temple of
Apollo  at Branchidae, where he identified the
shield which Menelaus, on his voyage home from
Troy, had dedicated to Apollo, so he said: the
shield being now so rotten through and through
that the ivory facing only was left. When Hermo-
timus died, he became Pyrrhus, a fisherman of Delos,
and again he remembered everything, how he was
first Aethalides, then Euphorbus, then Hermotimus,
and then Pyrrhus. But when Pyrrhus died, he
became Pythagoras, and still remembered all the
facts mentioned.

There are some who insist, absurdly enough,
that Pythagoras left no writings whatever. At all
events Heraclitus, the physicist,® almost shouts in
our ear, * Pythagoras, son of Mnesarchus, practised
inquiry beyond all other men, and in this selection
of his writings made himself a wisdom of his own,
showing much learning but poor workmanship.” The
occasion of this remark was the opening words of
Pythagoras’s treatise On Nature, namely, “ Nay, 1
swear by the air 1 breathe, I swear by the water 1
drink, I will never suffer censure on account of this

a Pr. 199 D., 17 B.
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