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IX. 32-3¢. LEUCIPPUS—DEMOCRITUS

In this way the earth is formed by portions brought
to the centre coalescing. And again, even the outer
shell grows larger by the influx of atoms from
outside, and, as it is carried round in the vortex,
adds to itself whatever atoms it touches. And of
these some portions are locked together and form
a mass, at first damp and miry, but, when they have
dried and revolve with the universal vortex, they
afterwards take fire and form the substance of the
stars.

The orbit of the sun is the outermost, that of the
moon nearest to the earth; the orbits of the other
heavenly bodies lie between these two. All the
stars are set on fire by the speed of their motion ;
the burning of the sun is also helped by the stars ;
the moon is only slightly kindled.  The sun and the
moon are eclipsed <when . . ., but the obliquity of
the zodiacal circle is due 2> to the inclination of the
earth to the south; the regions of the north are
always shrouded in mist, and are extremely cold
and frozen. Eclipses of the sun are rare; eclipses
of the moon constantly occur, and this because their
orbits are unequal. As the world is born, so, too,
it grows, decays and perishes, in virtue of some
necessity, the nature of which he does ¢not> specify.

Cuarrer 7. DEMOCRITUS (¢ 460-357 B.C.)

Democritus was the son of Hegesistratus, though
some say of Athenocritus, and others again of
Damasippus. He was a native of Abdera or,
according to some, of Miletus. He was a pupil of
certain Magians and Chaldacans, For when King
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IX. 34-36. DEMOCRITUS

Xerxes was entertained by the father of Democritus
he left men in charge, as, in fact, is stated by
Herodotus; and from these men, while still a boy,
he learned theology and astronomy. Afterwards he
met Leucippus and, according to some, Anaxagoras,
being forty years younger than the latter. But
Favorinus in his Miscellaneous History tells us that
Democritus, speaking of Anaxagoras, declared that
his views on the sun and the moon were not original
but of great antiquity, and that he had simply stolen
them. Democritus also pulled to pieces the views
of Anaxagoras on COSMOgONY and on mind, having
a spite against him, because Anaxagoras did not
take to him. If this be so, how could he have been
his pupil, as some suggest ?

According to Demetrius in his book on Men of the
Same Name and Antisthenes in his Successions of
'Philosophers, he travelled into Fgypt to learn
geometry from the priests, and he also went into
Persia to visit the Chaldaeans as well as to the
Red Sea. Some say that he associated with the
Gymnosophists  in India and went to Aethiopia.
Also that, being the third son, he divided the family
property. Most authorities will have it that he
chose the smaller portion, which was in money,
because he had need of this to pay the cost of travel s
besides, his brothers were crafty enough to foresee
that this would be his choice. Demetrius estimates
his share at over 100 talents, the whole of which he
spent. His industry, says the same author, was so
great that he cut off a little room in the garden round
the house and shut himself up there. One day his
father brought an ox to sacrifice and tied it there,
and he was not aware of it for a considerable time,
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IX. 36-38. DEMOCRITUS

until his father roused him to attend the sacrifice
and told him about the ox. Demetrius goes on:
“ It would seem that he also went to Athens and
was not anxious to be recognized, because he despised
fame, and that while he knew of Socrates, he was
not known to Socrates, his words being, ‘I came to
Athens and no one knew me.” ”’

“If the Rivals be the work of Plato,” says
Thrasylus, *° Democritus will be the unnamed
character, different from Oenopides and Anaxagoras,
who makes his appearance when conversation is
going on with Socrates about philosophy, and to
whom Socrates says that the philosopher is like
the all-round athlete.® And truly Democritus was
versed in every department of philosophy, for he
had trained himself both in physies and in ethics,
nay more, in mathematics and the routine subjects
of education, and he was quite an expert in the
arts.” From him we have the saying, ‘ Speech is
the shadow of action.” Demetrius of Phalerum in
his Defence of Socrales affirms that he did not even
visit Athens. This is to make the larger claim,
namely, that he thought that great city beneath his
notice, because he did not care to win fame from
a place, but preferred himself to make a place
famous.

His character can also be seen from his writings.
“ He would seem,” says Thrasylus, “ to have been
an admirer of the Pythagoreans. Moreover, he
mentions Pythagoras himself, praising him in a
work of his own entitled Pythagoras.® He seems to
have taken all his ideas from him and, if chronology
did not stand in the way, he might have been thought
his pupil.” Glaucus of Rhegium certainly says that
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recta, interrupting the extract from Antisthenes, finds ‘its
counterpart in the stories attributing to Democritus the
power of forecasting the weather or the seasons, on the
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