ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

O F

DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSENSIS:

Tranflated mto ENGLIsH;
WITH

NOTES ad DISSERTATTION S

B'Y

EDWARD SPELM A N, Ef.

VOL L

L O ND O N,
Printed, and fold by the Bookfellers of London and W eflminfler.
MDCCLVIIL






(i )

C L

Y HAVE often wondered that the hiffory, which I now take
i zhe liberty of offering to the public, and which is perpe-
tually quoted by every autbor, who bas writien upon the con-
Sflitution of the Romans, as the fource of all their learning, and
an authority, to which all men have agreed to fubmit, Shotld

never have appeared in our language.  Whether the length of
the work, or the diffculty of explaining the original conflitution

of the Romans, and particularly of afcertaining the differences
between the three forts of comitiay wupon which the exercife of
that conflitution, in a great meafure, depended ; whether thefe,
or any other muotives difcouraged our ten of learning frow
attempting a tranflation of this hiftory, I cannot fay: But this
T aill venture to affirm, that the analogy berween the regal
conflitution of the Romans, and our own, and a wmore Jurpri-
fing analogy, 1 mean That between the Greek, and Fuglhlh

a languages



vi P RETF A C E

languages, might wery well have encouraged them to tranflate
it, and to recommend. it to their countrymen, as a pofleffion they
were, i @ particular manner, intitled to. W letber my
tranflation of this biftory will anfwer the defign of Juch a recom-
mendation, mufl be Lft to the wice of the public, upor
whofz decifion, the fate of all produstions of this kind mufs ne-
ceflarily depend : And the only bope I can entertain that their
determination may not be in my disfavors s derived from the
pains I bave beflowed upof} this tranflation, ratber than from

the effect of thofe pains. |
Every reader bas a natural curiofity 1o be informed of the
birth, the private life, and charatler, and of all other parti-
culars relating to the author of any work be perufes: Iam Jorry
;¢ is not in my power 1o fatisfy his reafoinable curiofity any
stherwife, than by referring my readers to what our author
Jays of bimfelf in the preface to this hiftory : There they will find,
among other 2hings, that Dionyfius lived at Rome in the Au-
guflan age, an a%e celebrated abave all others in the Roman
kiflery both for the great writers it produced, and for the diftin-
guifbing encouragement given by Auguflus to thofe writers. He
qwas COLEMpPOrary, and, probably, acquainted with Livy, Vir-
&, Horace, Ovid, and many other learnedy and polite authors,
with whom that remarkable age was adorned, and was bimfelf

2 confpicucus far in that bright conflellation.
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I need not acquaint the learned reader that our authory be=
fides bis biflory, compofed many other works, all tending to the
improvement of oratorial, and hiflorical writing, Jome qf—w/’aic}}
are loft 5 but much the greatef} part is preferved, and contains
the beft precepts to form an oratot, and an bifforian, and fo
enable others to judge of both. It bas been a doubt among the
smen of learning, whether be publifbed thefe critical works be-
Jore, or after bis Roman biflory : * Dodwell bas embraced the
former opmion 5 [for which be grves this very good reafon, that,
in his critical works, e never makes any mention of bis biflory,
though he oﬁ‘eﬂ takes notice of the other writings he had before
publifbed. Dodwell alfo thinks that the Cn. Pompeius, to whom
be dedicates his criticifm upon the Greek bifforians, was the
Jame perfon, who was [ubflituted conful (conful fuffedtus) 77
the month of Olober in the Varronian year 723. By ¢his,
and many other arguments, it appears that this Cn. POm;bez'm
conld sot have been the great Pompey, who was Jlain in AEgypt
in 706, though M.* #% iy his preface, has thought fir to
¢flablifb a friendfbip berween that great man, and our author
nd 10 make the former defire bis judgement concerning the
Greek hifiorians: This I conclude from his sentioning Pom-
‘pey without any diflinétion 5 which manner of [peaking is, both
in bis, and in all other languages, applicable only o0 the per-

. Differt, de Atat. Dionyl. c. vii. & viil,
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fon, who bas vendered bis name Jo famous both by bis_fucceffes,
and his misfortuncs. |

We bnow by Photins, who lived in the middle of the ninth
century, and by many other authors, that this hiffory contained
twenty books, and thar Dionyfius bimfelf made, what Photius
calls, a_fynopfis of i iz frve books.  So that, the nine laft books
snufl have been loft fince the middle of the ninth century 5 but
bow limg fince we know 10t. Henry Glarean, profeffor at
Freiburg, fays, at the end of bis chronological tables dedicated in
x 5 32 20 Ferdinand, thenking of the Romans, that thefe nine books
were at that time in being, and concealed by Jome men of learn-
ing: The reafon be gives for this affertion is, that Conflantine
Lafcaris, a modern author, cites him in Greek.  This, indeed,
leawves us fome room 1o hope thet they may one day fee the light.

I come now to my brother lahonrers, the tranflators of Dio-
ayfius. The frf? wes Lapus Biragus, a Florentine, who tranj~
Iuted the eleven bocks now vemaining into Latin Sfrom two
old 1namufcripts, and dedicated his tranflation to pope Paul the
fecond. It wes fir? printed at Trevifo, a town in the territo-
pies of the Venetions, in 1480. % Voffus very juftly cen-
Sures both bis fidelity, and bis flyle. The rext was That of Gele-
pius, printed ai Bafil in 1549 e writes better Latin than
Lapus; but the Libertics be bas taken in mangling rhe periods

» De Hift. Lat, B. i c. 1o.
of
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of the Greck text, and of altering many places, which he did
70t underfland, have condemned bis tranflation to be never
read: Particulorly, after That of Sylburgius appeared in
1586, printed ar Frankfort, with the Greek text, which had
nat been printed with the former Latin tranflations : Sylbur-
gius had alfo the affiffance of the Venctian, and Roman mani-
Jeripts, awbich bis predeceffors wanted. Not long after, ap-
peared another Latin tranflation, Viz. i 1590 by Aimilius
Portus, which Hudfon bas printed with the Greek text in 1704 3
The latter Jays indeed, in bis preface, that he has correlted
the tranflation of Portus, where be thought it neceflary: I
wifb be had oftener thought it neceffary ; becaufe be bas fuffered
many ervors of Portus to fland unmolefled. However, this
edition of Hudfons is by much the beft; as the Greek text is
throughout illuftrated with the notes of Sylburgius, Cofaibon,
Portus, and fome others; all which I have occafionally made
wfe of, and always acknowledged.  But the greatefl advan-
tage, which this edition has over all the others, is derived
from two Vatican mamifcripts, ome 700 years old for the
Jforft ten books, and the other not quite fo old for the eleventh.
Book 3 the readings of both which are fet down at the foot
of cvery page s and, inevery page, thefe manufcripts, paritici-
larly the firft, illufrate the Greck text where it is obfcure, ex-
plain it where dobtfuly and fupply it where it 3 defetive. The
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