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FONARCHY, therefore, having continued two
hundred and forty four years from the foundation
" of Rome, and, under the laft king, degenerated
into tyranny, was, for thefe reafons, and by thefe perfons,
abolithed juft before the fixty eighth Olympiad, in which
Ifchomachus of Croton won the prize of the ftadium,
Ifagoras being annual archon at Athens. An ariftocracy
being, now, eftablithed, and Lucius Junius Brutus, and
Lucius Tarquinius Collatinus, the firft confuls, invefted
with the regal power, when there yet remained about * four

AnnoTaTiOoNSs on the Fifth Booxk.

X Tsﬂoegwu TIVGY VYWY €15 ToY evavioy 1t would be very ea{'y to alcertain the
enetvoy Umoremopevwy,  1f we could, cer-  month of the year, when the two firft
tainly, know when the Roman year be-  confuls entered upon their magiftracy ;
gan, at this time, among the Romans, becaufe we find, by this paflage, that
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four months were then wanting to
complete the year. * Plutarch is of
opinien that the firlt conluls were
chofen on the kalends of January.
And this opinion, I find, M. *** has
elpoufed. THowever, it is liable to
many objetions: For, if, as Plutarch
fays, in the fame place, the Roman
year began, according to the inftitu-
rionof Fomulus, onthe firlt of March,
and, according to That of Numa, on
the firft of January; and, if accord-
ing to our author, four months were
wanting to complete the year, when
the firft confuls entered upon their
magiftracy, it is plain they did not
enter upon it on the firft day of Ja-
nuary. Belides, it is allowed by all
authors that this day was not the fixed
day for the confuls to begin their ad-

siniftraton till the confulthip of Q.
Fulvius Nobilor, and T. Annius
T.ufcus, in the year of Rome 6or.
Le Jay thinks the Roman year began
the firft of Gétober, and, confequently,
that the firfk confuls began their ma-
giftracy on the firt day of June.
‘T'his opinion he fupports by a proof,
which, he fays, admits of no anfwer :
"This proof is taken from Livy, who
fays that, when it wa propofed to re-
ftore to the Tarquins their effells, the
Romans pulled up the ripe corn, that
was growing inthe field between Rome,
and the Tiber, and threw it into the
river. From whence he concludes that,
as June is the time, when ¢ (
begins to be ripe, that muil be the
month, when the firft confuls began
their magiftracy. But this argument,

2 Roman, Quaefl, p. 268,

QUITIES OF Book V.

to C@mpi@'@ that year | which magiﬁrates the

which he-thinks unanfwerable, may
be turned againft him. This I fhall
thew, even, from Livy, from whom
he derives his proof., This hiftorian,
therefore, fays, that, after the Tarquins
were expelled, and Brutus, and Col-
latinus chofen confuls, the firft thing
thefe magiitrates did, was to make
the people take an cath, that they
would fuffer no more kings at Rome®.
After which, they fupplied the vacan-
cies in the {enate, occafioned by the
murders of Tarquinivs. The npext
thing of moment was the refignation
of . Collatinus, and the eleftion of
Valerius in his room. Then, follows
the embafly, fent by Tarquinius, to
defire his effeéts might be reftored to
him. Thisembafly occafioned a debate
of fome days continuance in the {enate:
In the mean time, the embaffadors in-
gaged many of the Roman youth in a
confpiracy to reftore the tyrant, and,
among the reft, the conful’s fons. After
thefenate had ordered the effectsof Tar-
quinius to be reftored, the embaffadors
ftaid fome time at Rome, pretending
to be employed in preparing carriages
to tranfport them. IHowever, they
made ufe of this delay to hold frequent
meetings with the confpirators, and
to procure letters from them to Tar-
quinius. This produced a difcovery,
and the difcovery occaficned the aban-
doning thefe effeéts, and, among the
reft, the corn, to the people. IHow,
it is fubmitted to the reader whether
all chefe tranfadtions did not, probably,
take up more time than is requifite
to bring corn to its maturity after it
bB.oi.c. 1, 2,9540 5.
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begins to be ripe, as le Jay fays. In
the common courfe of things, they
muft have taken up fome weeks, and,
poflibly, two, or three months from
the creation of the confuls. There is
another argument, made ufe of by le
Jay, which would, moft certainly,
prove, that the firlt confulfhip ended
with the month of September (for he
fuppofes that it lafted {ixteen months)
if the fact was as he ftates it. He af-
ferts, from Plutarch, and Livy, that
Horatius confecrated the capitol on the
ides of September in the laft month of
his confulthip, though Livy does not
mention any month.
tune is, that neither of thefe authors
fay that this happened iz the laft month
of that confulthip. , I have thofe paf-
fages of ¢ Plutarch, and ¢ Livy, now,
- before me, and neither of them fay
one word of it. They take notice,
indeed, of the account brought to
Horatius of the death of his fon, when
he was going to confecrate the capitol;
but, once more, I aver that neither of
thofe authors fay that Horatius per-
formed this confecration in the /s
month of his confulthip. I acknow-
ledge that I find it eafier to objett to
the opinions of Plutarch, and le Jay,
than to advance one of my own, that
fhall be liable to no objections. How-
ever, the firft thing, that feems necef-
{ary, is to fix the time, when the year
began, at that period, among the Ro-
mans, I fhall not take upon me to
fhew when the inftitution of Numa,
by which the year began on the firft
of January, was altered: All I can

s Life of Poplicola.
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Romans, in their own language, call

But the misfor- -

dB.ii. ¢c. 8.

e as T {aid
Conficles, as T aid)

pretend to do, is to fhew that there
great reafon to believe the beginning

of the year fell out, at the time we arz

Apeaking of, on the firft of Augufl,

This is certain that 47 years after the
expulfion of the kings, thatis, in the
year of Rome 241, the Romans began
their year on that day. This we know
from ¢ Livy, who fays, that L. Acbu-
tius, and P. Servilius, the confuls of
that year, entered upon their magi-
ftracy on the firlt of Augult, which
was, them, the beginning of the year :
creati confides L. Aebutins, P. Servilius
kalendis fexiilibus, ut tune principium
anni agebatur, confulatuin ineent.  As
therefore, neither Livy, nor any other
author fpeaks of any alteration made
in the beginning of the year from the’
expulfion of the kings to the year of
Rome 291, we have reafon to think
that the Romans began their year on
the fame day in the former of thefe
periods. If this is fo, the firlt confuls
muft have entered on their magiftracy
on the firft day of April, fince our
author fays they began it four months
before the end of that year. ‘There
is one objection againft the day I have
affigned for the beginning of the firft
confulthip, which I think myfelf ob-
liged not to conceal frem the reader,
which is, that the regifuginm, the day
on which the Tarquins were banifhed,
was, in the old Roman calendar, on
the fixth before the calends of March
(the twenty fourth of February) fo
that, if there was no interval between
the banithkment of the Tarquins, and
the creation of the firft confuls, thefe

¢ B. i c. 6.
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they, aflifted by the other citizens, who, having made a
truce with the Ardeates a few days after the expulfion of
the tyrant, left the camp, and came to the city in great
numbers, affembled the people; and, having infifted long
upon the advantages of unanimity, they confirmed, by
another vote, every thing, which thole in the city had,
before, decreed, condemning the Tarquinii to perpetual
banithment.  After which, they purified the city, and en-
tered into an ingagement, confirmed by their oaths, and
the performance of a facrifice, and they themfelves, ftanding
upon the vi¢tims, firft fivore, and prevailed upon the reft
of the citizens likewife to {wear, that they would never re-
{tore Tarquinius, their late king, his fons, or their pofterity;
and that, from thenceforth, they would neither create any
perfon king of the Romans, nor, fuffer others to attempt it.
He {uppofes that the people, who

came to Rome in great numbers from
the camp, were not Romans, but a

muft have been created on the fame
day. As for the other feftival, cele-
brated by the Komans on the ninth

before the calends of June (the twenty
fourth of May) and marked in their
calendar by thefe letrers @, R. C. F.
which le Jay miftakes for the regifu-
ginm, in order to adapt it to his own
{yfrem, it relates, only, to the rex
Sacrificus, or facrerum, who was ap-
pointed after the expulfion of the
kings, ne nbiuhi regum defiderium effet,
as { Livy fays 5 and thofe leters fig-
nify, according to & Varro, Quando
Rex Comitiauit Fas.

2 Ersews wagadutolles worrss ehforlwy
&g THY WOAY TWY ATl ggo:’]omc?é:, pele Tos
FIOVOAE TOUE YEVOEVCLS wloss weos Agdeales.
"T'his le Jay has, {trangely, tranflated :

fB, il ¢. 2.

colony of the Ardeates, who, after
the former had made a truce with
them, came to refide at Rome : His
words are thele 1 La tréve faite avec
les Ardéates aitira dans Rome un grand
nombre de nouveaux habitants, gui firent
alfiance avec les Romains. 1f the reader
is at a lofs to guels how he could mif-
take the words of the Greek text,
which are very eafy, I can explain it:
He never confidered the Greek text at
all 3 but tranflated the Latin tranfla-
tion of Portus, who has, thus, render-
ed the beginning of this paffage, af
fumptis in focietatem aliis multis.

% De Ling. Lat, v. 4.

And
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And this oath they took, notonly for themielves, but, alfo,
for their children, and pofterity. However, fince it ap-
peared that the kings had been the authors of many con-
fiderable advantages to the commonwealth, they defired to
preferve the name of that magiftracy, as long as their city
thould fubfift, and ordered the priefts, and augurs to chufe
among the elders the perfon they looked upon as the moft
proper for that ofhice, who was to have the fuperintendence
in affairs of religion, and in nothing elfe, and be difcharged
of all military, and civil fun&ions, and that his title fhould
be the *king of religious matters. The firft perfon ap-
pointed to this office was Manius Papirius, a patrician, and
a lover of quiet.

I1. Afterthe confulshad fettled thefe things, they were afraid
(as I imagine) left the generality of the people thould enter-
~ tainanill grounded opinion of their new form of government,
and imagine that, as each of the confuls was attended with
the twelve axes, like the kings, the city had two fovereigns
inftead of one ; and, in order to quiet the fears of the
citizens, and to leffen the envy of their power, they refolved
that one of the confuls thould be preceded by the twelve
axes, and the other by twelve liGtors with the fafces only;
or, as fome write, with clubs alfo: And that the ufe of the
axes Thould be alternate, each of them being attended with
them, fucceflively, for the {pace of one month. By this,
and feveral other inflitutions of the like nature, they ingaged

3+ Tepwv Pacireve. In Liatin, rex fo- reafon for his creation, as the reader

crorum, and rex facrificus: Thus he is  has feen in the firlt note.
called by Livy, who gives the {fame

the
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the plebeians, and the lower fort of people to defire a con-
tinuance of the prefent fettlement: For they reftored the
laws, introduced by Tullius, concerning private contracts;
which laws appeared humane, and popular, and had all
been abrogated by Tarquinius: They, alfo, ordered the
facrifices, both in the city, and in the country, which the
people, and the tribes, affembling together, ufed to of-
fer up in common, to be renewed in the {fame manner, as
they had been performed in the reign of Tullius: They
reftored to the people their right of holding aflemblies upon
affairs of the greateft confequence; of giving their votes;
and of doing every thing they were intitled to do by former
cuftoms. Thefe a@ions of the confuls pleafed the generality
of the people; who, from a long {lavery, now faw them-
felves in a ftate of unexpe@ted liberty. Notwithftanding
this, there were fome, and thefe no obfcure perfons; who,
cither through folly, or ambition, longed for a return of the

s evils refulting from tyranny : Thefe formed a confpiracy

4 Tav o Tvgawids xaxwv. Lhefe
abettors of tyranny difregarded the
evils refulting from ir, becaufe they
looked upon them as general to all:
But they fet a value upon the advan-
tages they expetted from it, becaufe
they looked upon thefe as peculiar to
themfelves, without confidering that,
even, the gratifications, they promifed
themfelves from the tyrant, were ren-
dered infecure by the tyranny. Livy
makes fome reflexions on the motives,
that gave birth to this confpiracy,

b B, ii.

which T fhall lay before the reader in
hhis own words: Erant in Romand
Juventute adolefcentes aliguot, nec ii tenui
loco erti, quorum in reguo libido folutior
fucraty aequales [odalefque adolefentinm
Tarquiniorum ; ajfucti mope regio vivere.
Eam tum aequato jure omuinim licentiam
quacrentes, liberiatem aliorum in fuam
vertiffe [ervitutem inter f¢ conquerchantur.
Regem bominem cffe, a quo impetves, ubi
gus, wbi injurid opus fit: cffe graviae
locum, effe beneficio 5 et irafei et ignofcere
poffe : inter amicum ¢t inimicum difcrimen

Cs 3o
to
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to betray the city, to reftore Tarquinius, and to kill the con-
{uls.  Who the heads of this confpiracy were, and, by what
unexpected accidents, they were dilcovered, while they
imagined all mankind to be ignorant of their defigns, I
fhall, now, relate, after I have refumed fome few things,
that were previous to this tranfadtion.

II. Tarquinius, after his expulfion, flaid a fhort time
in the city of the Gabini, both to receive fuch, as came to
him from Rome, to whom the tyranny was a more defirable

formed of being reftored to the fovereignty by the affiftance
of the Latines : But their cities not hearkening to his {olici-
tations, nor being willing to make war with the Romans vpon
his account, he defpaired of any afliltance from them, and
took refuge ina city of Tyrrhenia, from whence his family
by his ¢ grandmother’s fide, originally, came ; and, having
corrupted the moft confiderable of the Tarquinienfes, and
been by them introduced to the aflembly of the people, he
renewed the memory of his connexion with their city 5
recounted the favors his grandfather had conferred on all
the Tyrrhenian cities, and reminded them of the treaties
noffe.  Leges, vem furdam, inexorabilem

offe, falubriorem melioremque inopi quam
sotenti : wibil laxamenti, nec veniae ba-

5+ Tgeg (u.sﬁfag'. This muft, Certain}‘y,
be woos pappns: Becaule Tanaquil,
who was of Tarquinii, was grand-

bere, fi modum excefferisy periculofum effe
jn toé bumanis erroribus fold innocentid
wivere. | have, contrary to my cuftom,
sranfcribed this whole paffage, becaufe
T look upon it to contain the finefl
contraft between tyranny, and liberty,
that ever I met with,

mother, not mother, to Tarquinius:
Superbus, as our author has proved
at large, 'The commentators might
have taken notice of this: Indeed, le
Jay {uppofes him to have been the:
adopted fon of Tanaquil,

zth@y-
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