THE

ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

O F

DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSENSIS,

THE ELEVENTH BOOK,

W N the eighty third Olympiad, at which Crifo of Himera
§ won the prize of the ftadium, Philifcus being archon at
~ Athens, the Romans abolithed the decemvirate, after it
had governed the commonwealth three years. I {hall now
endeavour to relate from the beginning in what manner
they attempted to extirpate a domination, by this time,
deeply rooted ; who the leaders were in the caufe of liberty s
and what reafons, and motives induced them to undertake
it. Ilook upon it that knowledge of this kind is neceflary,
and does honor indeed to all men, but particularly to thofe,
who are employed either in philofophical {peculations, or
the adminiftration of civil affairs: For the generality of
mankind are not {atisfied with learning this alone from
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hiftory, that, in *the Perfian war (for example) the Athe-
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nians, i conjunction wity the fLacedacmonians overcame

the Barbarian, whole forces amounted to three mitiions, in
two battles at {ea, and in one at land, when the armmry of the
tormer, with their allies, did not exceed one hundred and
ten thoufand: But they require, alfo, to be informed of the
places, where thofe battles were fought; of the caufes, that
enabled them to perform fuch wonderful, and aftonifhing
exploits; who were the commanders of the Greek, and
Barbarian armies, and to be unacquainted with no one cir-
cumftance, as I may fay, that happened in thofe ingage-
ments : For the minds of all men are pleafed with being
condudted by narrations to facts, and not only with h@aring
what is related, but, alfo, with feeing what is a=d. In
the fame manner, when they read an account of ¢ivil tran{-
actions, they arc not fatisfied with knowing only the prin-

AnxnoraTions on the Eleventh Boox,

T Tov Tegoimov modsuove See the

twenty fourth annotation on the fixth

book. The reader, by this time, may
not be furprifed to find that the two
French tranflators did not know how
many veraxooias pugiedss amounted to ;
but he may be furprifed to find they
have rendered, fricies centena millia, in
the Latin tranflators, troés cents mille
hommes.  Tpancsias pvgiades, Or ten
thoufand, multiplied by three hundred,
make three millionsy and #icies cen-
tena millia, or one hundred thoufand,
multiplied by thirty, make the fame

fum. They had both the ill luck to
tranflate tricies, three times, not thirty
times, as they ought to have rendered
it. Our author {feems to have taken
the number of which the Perfian army
confifted, from the epitaph, which
* Herodotus fays was inferibed on the
monument of the four thoufand Pelo-
ponnefians, who loft their lives o
glorioufly at Thermopylae in defend-
ing that pafs againft the Perfians :
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cipal points, and the events of thofe tranfactions, as, for
inftance, that the * Athenians fuffered the Lacedacmonians

2 On guveyopyeay Alpeser Asnedei-
povioig, erc. After Lylander bad de-
ftroyed the Athenian fleet at Aegos
potamos, he failed to the port of Pi-
raceus, and blocked up Athens by fea,
with one hundred and &fty fhips,
while the ® Liacedaemonians, with al
the forces ol Peloponnefus except
Thofe of the Argivi, invefted the city
by land, incamping in the gymnafium
of the academy. This blocade lafting
a confiderable time, the Athenians,
being oppreficd with famine, of which
many had died, fent to Agis, one of
the l.acedaemonian kings, who com-
manded a body of forces at Decelia,
to treat of a peace: The terms they
offered, were to enter into an alliance
with the Lacedaemonians, and to pre-
ferve the port of Piraceus, and the
walls that lead to that port from the
city of Athens, called by them, parpe
ey, But Agis alledged that he had
no power to treat with their embaffa-
dors, and fent them to Sparta.  While
they were on their way thither, and
before they entered the territories of
the Lacedaecmonians, the ephori, hear-
ing they had brought no other propo-
fals than Thofe they bhad offered to
Agis, ordered them to depart ; and, if
they defired peace, to conlider better,
and retarn, Upon this, the Athenians
fent Theramenes to Lyfander to found
his intenticns concerning their fate,
Theramenes ftzid above three months
with Lyfander in expetlation that the
Athenians, when all their provifions

b Xenoph, Bz, B. it p. 458, Edit. of Leanclay.

4 Petav. part. prim, B, il

were fpent, would hear reafon. In the
fourth month he returned, and told
the Athenians that Lyfander had de-
tained him fo long, and ordered him
to go to Sparta, fince the Ephori, not
he, had the power to grant what was
defired. The Athenians then fent him,
and nine others to Sparta, with full
power to conclude a peace. The
Ephori, being informed of thelr ar-
rival with thele powers, called an af-
fembly of the Lacedaemonians, and
their allies : Of thefe the Corinthians,
and Thebans, with feveral others,
prefled, with great vehemence, that
Athens might be totally deltroyed;
but the Lacedaemonians generoufly
faid they would not inflave a people,
who had done fo great fervice to
Greece in the greateft dangers. They
made peace, therefore, with the Athe-
nians upon thefe terms 3 that the latter
fhould demolith the long walls, toge-
ther with the port of Piraeeus; de-
liver up all their fhips except twelve ;
reftore their exiles; have the fame
friends, and enemies with the Lace-
daemonians, and follow them by fea,
and land, whitherfoever they fhould
lead them. Thefe are the dreadful
conditions our author alludes to ; and
this is the peace, which puat an end to
the Peloponnefian war. In confe-
quence of this peace, the Athenians
delivered up to “Lyfander all their
fhips except twelve, and the long wal's,
on the fixteenth of the moanth ¢ Muny-
chion, about the eighteenth of April,

¢ Plutarch, Life of Lyfand,
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to demolith the walls of their city ; to deftroy their fhips;
a
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to garrifon their citadel, and, inftead of a democracy, which
was their eftablithed form of government, to veft the admi-

niftration in an oligarchy, wit
battle with them: But they will, prefently

T o
nout o much as
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formed of the neceffity, that reduced them to (ubmit

fuch dreadful, and miferable calamities; w1
were, that perfuaded them to it; and by
were urged; and of every circumfitance,
Men,

tranfa&ions were attended.

with which th
who are iugagﬁé in the

management of civil affairs, among whom I place ever thofe
philofophers, who lock upon philofophy to confift in the
exercile of fine a&ions, rather than in That of fine difcourfes,

fhave this in common with the reft of mankind, that they

The year, in which this peace was
made, is furely afcertained, becaufe
e Xenophon fays that the Olympiad
was celebrated the year after, in which
year Pythodorus was archon atAtl}ens,
though not named by the Athenians,
becaufe he was chofen during the oli-
carchy, they calling that year an an-
acchy: In that year alfo, ‘he {ays, there
happened an eclipfe of the fun. All
thefe characters coincide with the firlt

ear of the ninety fourth Olympiad,
when Pythodorus, as appears by the
fuccelion of the Athenian archons,
was archon at Athens; and the eclipfe
of the ffun he mentions fell out, that
vear, on the third day of September in
“he morning. In the {ame year, the
Achenians, at the defire, or rather by
¢he coramand, of the Lacedaemonians,

¢ Fenophon Eramz. B. il p. 401

changed their form of governmentin
the manner related by our author,
that is, they transformed their coniti-
gution from a democracy i¢ zn oli-
garchy, confifting of thirty tyrants, as
they foon appeared. Xenophon, by
{etting down all their names, has con-
demned them to perpetual infamy.
Not long after, thefe tyrants defired
the Lacedaemonians to fend them
troops to gartifon their citadel, which
troops they ingaged to pay. Itma
be eafily fuppofed they found no fort
of difficulty in obtaining this requeft,
Thefe troops arrived ; and they were,
as our author fays, introduced into the
citadel, and madle ule of by the oli-
garchy to fecure every man, who had
virtue, and {piric enough to oppole
their unwarrantable proceedings.
{Uther, p. 1253

are
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are pleafed with the intire view of all the particulars, that
accompany every action : But, befides that pleafure, they
have this advantage, that the experience they have acquired
by fuch means, enables them to do great fervice to their
countries in times of difhiculty, and to lead them to
their interefts through choice, by the power of their elo-
quence: Forall men are cafieft convinced both of their
advantages, and difadvantages, when they difcover them
through the medium of many examples ; and thofe, who
advife them to make ufe of thefe, are applauded by them
for their prudence, and great wifdom. For thefe reafons,
therefore, I have determined to enter into an accurate detail
of all the circumftances worthy of notice, that attended the
{ubverfion of the oligarchy. 1 fhall not begin this relation
from the laft incident, which many people look upon as the fole
caufe of the recftablifhment of liberty, I mean, the excefs
committed by Appius in regard to the virgin he was in love
with : For this was an’ acceflion, and ferved to fill up the
meafure of the people’s refentment, which a thoufand other
indignities had provoked : But I fhall begin with an account
of the firfk infults offered by the decemvirate to the Romans,
and relate, fucceffively, all the enormities committed under
that adminiftration. |

1. The firft caufe of the hatred conceived againft the
oligarchy {eems to have been this, that the members of it
had conne&ed their fecond magiftracy with the firfl, in
contempt both of the fenate, and people. Another was,
that, by falfe and heinous accufations, they banifthed {ome

Vor. IV. Kk of
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of the worthieft men, who were diffatisfied with their pro-
ceedings, and put others to death: And, to effe& this, they
fuborned fome of their own fa&ion to accufe them, and
they themfelves tried thefe caufes. But nothing drew upon
them fo much hatred, as the licence they gave to the moft
audacious of the young men, with whom each of them was
always attended, to plunder and pillage the fortunes of all,
who oppofed their adminiftration. Thefe men, as if the
city of Rome had been taken by force of arms, not only
{tripped the legal poffefiors of their effects, but even ravifhed
their wives, when inflamed by their beauty ; abufed fuch of
their daughters, as were marriageable; and, when the others
refented their brutality, they beat them like {laves. And,
by this ufage, they forced thofe, who were unable to bear it,
to leave their country with their wives, and children, and
take refuge in the neighbouring cities, where they were
received by the Latines, on account of their affinity, and by
the Hernici, in acknowledgement for the conceflion lately
made to them by the Romans of the rights of citizens. Se
that, at laft, as might be expeéed, there were none left at
Rome but the friends to tyranny, and fuch,as had no concern
for the public good: For neither the patricians, who were
equally incapable of flattering the decemvirs, and of oppofing
their proceedings, continued there; nor the {enators, whole
prefence was neceflary to the magiftrates ; but the greateft
part 2o of thefe had removed with their whole families ;
and, leaving their houfes empty, lived in the country. The
oligarchical faction were pleafed with the flight of the moft

con-
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confiderable men for many reafons, but particularly, becaufe
it encrcafed the arrogance of the licentious youth not to
have before their eyes thofe perfons whole prefence would
have made them blufh at their enormities.

III. Rome being, thus, deferted by her beft citizens, and
abfolutely deprived of her liberty, the nations, who had
been conquered by her, looked upon this as the moft favour-
able opportunity both to revenge the infults they had re-
ceived, and to repair the lofles they had {uftained, while the
commonwealth was weakened by the government of the
oligarchy, and unable, from henceforth, to affemble its forces,
to unite, or refume the adminiftration of affairs: And, to
this end, they prepared every thing, that was neceflary for
the war, and marched towards Rome with numerous armies:
The Sabines, at the fame time, making an irruption into
that part of the Roman territories, that lay next to them,
pofleffed themfelves of a large booty; and, having killed
great numbers of the hufbandmen, incamped at 3 Eretum,
a city fituated near the river Tiber, at the diftance of one
hundred and feven fiadia from Rome. On the other {ide,

3 Hepilw. So muft we read the
name of this town, notwithftanding
the authority of Stephens, and even
of the Vatican manufcript, both which
have ev Pyyw, as Hudfon has obferved:
For s Livy fays, in fpeaking of this
incurfion of the BSabines, recepto ad
Eretom quod paffim vagatum erat, ag-
wmine, caftra locant. But hereis a dif-
ficulty : Dionyfius told us in the third
bool, chapter 32, that Eretum was

only 107 ftadia from Rome, and here
he fays it is 140. " Cluver, I find,
thinks the laft number is corrupted,
becaufe Eretum, now ' Monte Ritondo,
is 13 Roman miles from Rome, or
107 ftadia, which make only 375
paces more than 13 miles. Upon the
authority, therefore, of Cluver, I have
made this paffage correfpond with the
other,

#B,iil. ¢, 38, PItal, Antig. B. i, p. 668, i 3See the twenty feventh annot. on the third book.
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