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EUTROPIUS’S
ABRIDGMENT OF ROMAN HISTORY.

70 THE EMPEROR VALENS, MAXIMUS, PERPETUUS,
AUGUSTUS.*

AccorpING to the pleasure of your Clemency,t I have
arranged in a brief narrative, in the order of time, such par-
ticulars in the history of Rome as seemed most worthy of
notice, in transactions either of war or peace, from the
foundation of the city to our own days; adding concisely,
also, such matters as were remarkable in the lives of the
emperors ; that your Serenity’s divine mind may rejoice to
learn that it has followed the actions of illustrious men in
governing the empire, before it became acquainted with them
by reading.f

* The title stands thus: Domivo VALENTI MaxiMo PERPETUO
Avgusto. On the last two words Tzschucke has this note: © For
Perpatuo Augusto Sextus Rufus” (who wrote a Breviarum de Victoriis et
Provinciis Populi Romant, dedicated to Valers), “bas in his dedication
Semper Augusto. The Germans would say Allacit Mehrer des Reicha.
See Pittmon De Titulo Semper Augustus, p. 60.” Tzschucke, apparently,
took perpetuo as an adverb, equivalent to semper. But Cellarius and
others consider it as an adjective. Cellarius cites, in comparison with
it, from Gruter. Tnseript. p. 285, . 8 D. N. Valentiniano Perpetuo ac
Felici Semper Augusto, and p. 279, n. 4, Aterno Imperators Nostro
Mazximo Optimogque Principi Aurelio Valeriano Diocletiono ; adding, also,
that Theodosius is called perennis princeps in Reines. Class Inscr iii.
62. T have accordingly given Perpetuo as al adjective.  Sextus
Rufug’s dedication, too, as edited by Cellarius, Verheyk, and others,

has Perpetuo Semper Augusto.
y, a few lines below, he says Tran-

4 Mansuetudinis tuee ] Similarl > X
quillitatis tuc mens divina, ¢ your Serenity’s divine mind” The use of
such titles gradually became commen in the lower age of Roman

literature, commencing soon after the reign of Titerius They were
the parents of our highness, majesty, excellency, &e
$ However Futropius meant to flatter Valens, he enuld not
G R


Raymond
Source: Justin, Cornelius Nepos; and Eutropius
Translated by John Selby Watson (published 1897)


452 EI'YROPIUS. {B. L

BOOK I

Origin of Rome, I._Characters and acts of the seven kings of Rome

{L--V1IL - Appointment of consuls on the expulsion of Tarquin
the Proud, IX. -War raised by Tarquin; he iz supported by
Porsena, X. XIL.—First dictator, KI1.— Sedition of the people, and
origin of the tribunitial power, XIIL—A victory over the Volsci,
XIV. - Coriolanus, being banished, makes war on his country
with the aid of the Volsei; is softened by the entreaties of his
wife and mother, XV.—War of the Tabii with the Vejentes; the
census, XVI.——ISictatorship of Cincinnatus, XVII. The Decem-
viri, XVIIL—War with the Fidenates, Vejentes, and Volsci, XIX.
—Destruction of Rome by the Gauls, XX,

1. Tue Roman empire, than which the memory of man can
recal scarcely any one smaller in its commencement, o greater in
its progress throughout the world, had its origin from Romulus;
who, being the son of a vestal virgin, and, as was supposed, of
NMars, was brought forth at one birth with his brother Remus.
While leading a predatory life among the shepherds, he

founded, when he was eighteen years of age, a small city on the
Pulatine Hill, on the ?1st day of April, in the third year of
the sixth Olympiad, and the three hundred and ninety-fourth
after the destruction of Troy.*

suredly have shown him better, than by addressing him thue, to be
such as he is described by Ammianus Marcellinus, b, xxix., sub-
rusticus homo, and xxxi. 41, Subagrestis ingenti, nec liberalibus studiis
eruditus.— Vingtus. Some Liave doubted the genuineness of this dedi-
eation to Valens, because the Cireek translator has not included it in his
version ; but the authority of manuseripts, and the resembiance of its
style to that of Eutropius, have induced Cellarius, Verheyk, Tzschucke,
and most other commentators, to believe it genuine.

* The words ut, qué plurimumn minimwmque, tradunt, which oceur in
sl editions before the date, ave not translated ; for nothing satisfactory
has yet been said as to their grammatical construction. Madame
Tacier suggested that we spould supply wt eos pretereann qui. Bub
pratoream 18 not to the purpose. Hausius's explanation is uf ego inter
cos iradam qui plurémum minimumaque tradunt. ' The Berlin edition of
1791 interprets betber : ut mediwm inter cos qui—tradunt, ego tradam.
There is no doubt that Eutropius meant that he would take a middle
point betwesn those who give the highest and those who give the
lowest date ; but the words to be supplied for the construction seem
not to have been yet discovered. Perhaps the sense is “as those say
who give the highest and lowest dates, and take a midéle potnt between
them,” something equivalent to the words in italics being intended o
bo understood. The same words occur in b. x. ¢ 18, with the com-

struction equally uncertain.
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17. After founding the city, which he called Rome, from his
own name, he proceeded principally as follows.  He took =
great number of the neighbouring inhabitants into the city; he
chose a hundred of the older men, by whose advice he might
manage all his affairs, and whom, from their age, he named
senators. Next, as both himsel¢ and his people were 1 want
of wives, he invited the tribes coutiguous to the city to an
exhibition of games, and seized upon their young women.
Wars having arisen in consequence of this outrage in cap
turing the females, he conquered the Ceninenses, the Antem
nates, the Crustumini, the Sabines, the Fidenates, and the

/ejentes ; all whose towns lay around the city. And since,
after a tempest that suddenly arose, in the thirty-seventh year
of his reign, he was no longer to be seen, he was believed to
have been translated to the gods, and was accordingly deified.
The senators then ruled at Rome by periods of five days ; and
under their government a year was passed

II1. Afterwards Numa Pompilius was elected king, who
engaged indeed in no wars, but was of no less service to the
state than Romulus; for he established both laws and customs
among the Romans, who, by the frequency of their wars, were
now regarded as robbers and semi-barbarians. He divided the
year, before unregulated by any computation, into ten months;
and founded numerous sacred rites and temples at Rome. Ie
died a natural death in the forty-third year of his reign.

IV. To him suecceeded Tullus Hostilius, who re-commenced
war. He conquered the Albans, who lay twelve miles distant
fromy Rome. He overcame also in battle the Vejentes and
Tidenates, the one six, the other eighteen miles from Rome;
and increased the dimensions of the city by the addition of
the Ceelian hill. After reigning thirty-two years, he was struck
by lightning, and consumed together with his house.

V. After him, Ancus Martius, the grandson of Numa by a
daughter, succeeded to the government. He fought against
the Latins, added the Aventine and Janiculan hills to the city,
and founded Ostia, a city on the sea-coast, sixteen miles from
Rome. He died a natural death in the twenty-fourth year of
his reign.

VI. Priscus Tarquinius was next invested with the govern-
ment. He doubled the number of the senators, built a Circus

at Rome, and instituted the Homan games which continie
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even to our time. He also conquered the Sabines, and & 1ded
4 considerable extent of territory, which he took from that
peorle, to the lands of Rome ; he was also the first that entered
the city in triumph. He built the walls and sewers, and
commenced the Capitel.  He was killed in the thirty-eighth
year of his reign, by the sons of Ancus, the king whom he had
sucoeeded.

VII. After him Servius Tullius was placed on the throne,
the son of a woman of noble origin, but who was, neverthe-
less, a captive and a slave. He also defeated the Sabines;
annexed three hills, the Quirinal, Viminal, and Esquiline, to
the city ; and formed trenches round the city walls. He was
the first to institute the census, which i1l that time was unknown
throughout the world. The people being all subjected to a
census during his reign, Rome was found to contain eighty-four
thousand citizens, including those in the country. He was
cut off in the forty-fifth year of his reign, by the criminal
machinations of his son-in-law Tarquin the Proud, the son of
the king to whom he had succeeded, and of his own daughter,
whom Tarquin had married.

VIIL. Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, the seventh and last of
the kings, overcame the Volsci, a nation not far from Rome,
on the road to Campania; reduced the towns of Gabil and
Suessa Pometia; made peace with the Tuscans; and built a
temple to Jupiter in the Capitol. Afterwards, while he was
besieging Ardea, a town that lay about eighteen miles from the
city, he was deprived of his throne; for, as his younger son,
who was also named Tarquin, offered violence to Lucretia, the
wife of Collatinus, a most noble and chaste woman ; and as
she, after complaining to her husband, her father, and her
friends, of the injury that she had suffered, slew herself in the
sight of them all; Brutus, in consequence, who was a
kinsman of Tarquinius* excited an insarrection among the
people, and deprived Tarquin of his regal authority. The
army, also, which was engaged with the king in besieging

* Darens et ipse Tarquini.] This passage perplexed the commen-
tators, until it was discovered that parens was used by writers of the
lower ages for cognaius ; for which sense of the word Tazschucke refers
to Lampridius m Alex. c. 67, and to Caspubon on (?apitolmus in
M. Philosoph. ¢ 5. The Greek translator has Bootirog yivew mposhrwy

ry Tapcvrip. See Scheller’s Lexicon, s. v. Parens.
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Ardea, soon after deserted him; and the king himself, or
going to the city, found the gates closed against him; and,
after having reigned five-and-twenty years, was forced to take
flight with his wife and children.

Thus a regal form of government continued at Rome, under
seven kings, for the space of two hundred and forty-three
years, while as yet the dominion of the city, where its extent
was greatest, bardly reached fifteen miles.

1X. Henceforth, instead of omne king, two consuls were
chosen. with this view, that, if one should be disposed to act
unjustly, the other, having equal authority, might exercise a
control over him. It was determined also that they should
not hold their office longer than a year; in order that they
might not, by continued possession of power, grow too over
bearing; but, knowing that in a year they would return to
the level of private persons, might constantly conduct them-
selves with moderation.

In the first year, then, after the expulsion of the king and
his family, the consuls were T.ucius Junius Brutus, who had
been the chief agent in the banishment of Tarquin, and Tar-
quinivs Collatinus, the husband of Lucretia. But that dignity
was soon taken from Tarquinius Collatinus ; for it was enacted
that no one who bore the name of Tarquin should remain ir
the city. Having collected, therefore, all his private property,
he removed from the city, and Valerius Publicola was made
consul in his stead. King Tarquin, however, after his expui-
sion, stirred up war against Rouse, and, having collected &
large force from all quarters, in order that he might be rein-
stated on the throne, ook the field.

X. In the first encounter, Brutus and Aruns, Tarquin’s son,
killed each other; but the Romans left the field conquerors.
The Roman matrons mourned for Brutus, the guardian of
their honour, as if he had been their common fether, for the
space of a yeal. Valerius Publicola fixed upon Spurius
Tucretius Tricipitinus, the father of Lucretia, for his colleague;
and he dying of some disease, he next chose Horatius
Dylvillus for his fellow consul.

Thus the first year had five consuls; Tarquinius Collatinus
having left the city on account of his name, Brutus having

fallen in battle, and Spurius Lucretius having died 3 natural
deatn.
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XI. In the second year also, Tarquin, with a view to bemg
re-sotablished on the throne, again made war on the Romans,
aund, as Porsena, king of Tuscany, afforded him aid, almost
took Rome. But he was also defeated on that oceasion.

Tn the third year after the expulsion of the royal family,
Tarquin, as he could not get himself re-admitted into the king
dom, and as Porsena, who had made peace with the Romans,
gave him no support, vetired to Tusculum, a town which is not
far from Rome ; where he and his wife lived for fourteen years
in a private station, and reached an advanced age.

In the fourth year after the abolition of the kingly power,
the Sabines, having made war on the Romans, were conquered;
and a triumph was celebrated over them.

In the fifth year, Lucius Valerius, the colleague of Brutus,
and consul for the fourth time, died a natural death, and in
such extreme poverty, that the expenses of his funeral were
defrayed by a public subscription.* The matrons mourned for
him, as for Brutus, during a year.

XII. In the ninth year after the overthrow of the kingly
power, the son-in-law of Tarquin, having assembled a vast
army, in order to avenge the wrongs of his father-in-law, a new
office was introduced at Rome, which was called the dictator-
ship, and which was more absolute than the consulate. In the
same year also a master of the horse was appointed to be an
officor under the dictator.  Nor can anything be named more
like to the imperial authority, which your Serenity + now
enjoys., than the ancient dictatorship, especially since Casar
Octavianus, also, of whom we shall speak hereafter, and Caius
Cesar before him, ruled with the title and rank of dictator.
The first dictator at Rome was Lartius; the first master of
the horse, Spurius Cassius.

XIIL. In the sixteenth year after the termination of the
regal power, the people at Rome, thinking themselves oppressed
by the senate and consuls, broke out into & sedition. On this
occasion they created for themselves tribunes of the people, a8
their own peculiar judges and defenders, by whom they might
be protected against the senate and the consuls.

KIV. In the following year the Volsci recommenced hos-

* [t collatis & populo mummis, swmplum habuerit sepulture.) “ He
b d the expense of his funeral from money contributed by the people.

t Trangquillitus vestra.] See note on the dedication,
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tilities against the Romans; and being overcome in the field,
Tost alsc Corioli, the best city that they had.

XV. _n the eighteenth year after the banishment of the
royal family, Quintius Marcius, the Roman general who had
taken Corioli, the city of the Volsci, being compelled to flee
from Rome, directed his course, in resentment, to the Volsci
themselves, and received from them support against the
Romans. He obtained several victories over the Romans; he
made his way even to the fifth mile-stone from the city ; and,
refusing to hear a deputation that came to sue for peace, would
have laid siege even 1o the place of his birth, had not his
mother Veturia and his wife Volumnia gone out from the city
to meet him, by whose tears and supplications he was pre-
vailed on to withdraw his army. He was the next after
Tarquin that acted as general against his country.

XVI. In the consulate of Cmso Fabius and Titus Vir-
ginius, three hundred noblemen, members of the Fabian
family, undertook alone a war against the Vejentes, assuring
the senate and the people that the whole contest should
be brought to an end by themselves. These illustrious
men, therefore, each of whom was capable of commanding a
large army, setting out on their expedition, all fell in battle
One only remained out of so numerous a family, who, from his
extreme youth, could not be taken with them to the field.
After these events a census was held in the city, in which the
pumber of the citizens was found to be a hundred and nine-
teen thousand three hundred and nineteen.

XVII. In the following year, in consequence of the
blockade of a Roman army on Mount Algidus, about twelve
miles from the city, Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus was appointed
dictator ; a man who, possessing only four acres of land, culti-
vated it with his own hands. He, being found at his worl,
and engaged in ploughing, assumed, after wiping the sweat
from his brow, the toga prefexia; and set free the army with
great slaughter among the enemy. _

XVILI. In the three hundred and second ® year from the
founding of the city, the consular government ceased ; and,
instead of two consuls, ten magistrates were appointed to hold
the suvreme authority, under. the title of decemviri. These
during the first year eonducted themselves with honours but

* See nate on iv. 10.
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