FRAGMENT OF A LETTER
TO A PRIEST






INTRODUCTION

JuLiaN was Supreme Pontiff, and as such felt re-
sponsible for the teachings and conduct of the
priesthood. He saw that in order to offset the in-
fluence of the Christian priests which he thought
was partly due to their moral teaching, partly to
their charity towards the poor, the pagans must
follow their example. Hitherto the preaching of
morals had been left to the philosophers. Julian’s
admonitions as to the treatment of the poor and ot
those in prison, and the rules that he lays down for
the private life of a priest are evidently borrowed
from the Christians.

This Fragment occurs in the Vossianus MS., in-
serted in the Letter to Themistius,! and was identified
and published separately by Petavius. It was pro-
bably written when Julian was at Antioch on the
way to Persia.
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FRAGMENT OF A LETTER
TO A PRIEST

* * * * * * *

«v.+..Onuyl that they chastise, then and
there, any whom they see rebelling against their
king. And the tribe of evil demons is appointed to
punish those who do not worship the gods, and
stung to madness by them many atheists are induced
to court death in the belief that they will fly up
to heaven when they have brought their lives to a
violent end. Some men there are also who, though
man is naturally a social and civilised being, seek out
desert places instead of cities, since they have been
given over to evil demons and are led by them into
this hatred of their kind. And many of them have
even devised fetters and stocks to wear; to such a
degree does the evil demon to whom they have of
their own accord given themselves abet them in all
ways, after they have rebelled against the everlasting
and saving gods. But on this subject what I have
said is enough, and I will go back to the point at
which I digressed.

1 The beginning is lost : Julian has apparently been de-
seribing the functions of good demons, and now passes on to
the demons whose task is to punish evil-doers; cf. Oration

2. 90p.
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LETTER TO A PRIEST

Though just conduct in accordance with the laws
of the state will evidently be the concern of the
governors of cities, you in your turn will properly
take care to exhort men not to transgress the laws of
the gods, since those are sacred. Moreover, inasmuch
as the life of a priest ought to be more holy than the
political life, you must guide and instruct men to
adopt it. And the better sort will naturally follow
your guidance. Nay I pray that all men may, but
at any rate I hope that those who are naturally good
and upright will do so; for they will recognise that
your teachings are peculiarly adapted to them.

You must above all exercise philanthropy, for
from it result many other blessings, and moreover
that choicest and greatest blessing of all, the good
will of the gods. For just as those who are in
agreement with their masters about their friendships
and ambitions and loves are more kindly treated
than their fellow slaves, so we must suppose that
God, who naturally loves human beings, has more
kindness for those men who love their fellows. Now
philanthropy has many divisions and is of many kinds.
For instance it is shown when men are punished in
moderation with a view to the betterment of those
punished, as schoolmasters punish children ; and
again in ministering to men’s needs, even as the
gods minister to our own. You see all the blessings
of the earth that they have granted to us, food
of all sorts, and in an abundance that they have not
granted to all other creatures put together. And
since we were born naked they covered us with the
hair of animals, and with things that grow in the
ground and on trees. Nor were they content to do
s simply or off-hand, as Moses tells us men took
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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