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Craupius became emperor on this wise. After
the murder of Gaius the consuls despatched guards
to every part of the city and convened the senate
on the Capitol, where many and diverse opinions
were expressed; for some favoured a democracy,
some a monarchy, and some were for choosing one
man, and some another. In consequence they spent
the rest of the day and the whole night without
accomplishing anything. Meanwhile some soldiers
who had entered the palace for the purpose- “of
plundering found Claudius hidden away in a dark
corner somewhere. He had been with Gaius when
he came out of the theatre, and now, fearing the
tumult, was crouching down out of the way. At
first the soldiers, supposing that he was some one
else or perhaps had something worth taking, dragged
him forth ; and then, on recognizing him, they hailed
him emperor and conducted him to the camp. After-
wards they together with their comrades entrusted
to him the supreme power, inasmuch as he was of
the imperial family and was regarded as suitable.

In vain he drew back and remonstrated; for the

more he attempted to avoid the honour and to
resist, the more strongly did the soldiers in their
turn insist upon not accepting an emperor appointed
by others but upon giving one themselves to the
whole world. Hence he yielded, albeit with apparent
reluctance.
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The consuls for a time sent tribunes and others a.v, 41

forbidding him to do anything of the sort, hut to
submit to the authority of the people and of the
senate and of the laws; when, however, the soldiers
who were with them deserted them, then at last
they, too, yielded and voted him all the remaining
prerogatives pertaining to the sovereignty.

Thus it was that Tiberius Claudius Nero
Germanicus, the son of Drusus the son of Livia,
obtained the imperial power without having been
previously tested at all in any position of authority,
except for the fact that he had been consul. He
was in his fiftieth year.

In mental ability he was by no means inferior,
as his faculties had been in constant training (in
faet, he had actuall y written some historical treatis‘es) ;
but he was sickly in body, so that his head and
hands shook slightly. Because of this his voice was
also faltering, and he did not himself read all the
measures that he introduced before the senate, but
would give them to the quaestor to read, though at
first, at least, he was generally present. Whatever
he did read himself, he usually delivered sitting
down. Furthermore, he was the first of the Romans
to use a covered chair, and it is due to his example
that to-day not only the emperors but we ex-
consuls as well are carried in chairs; of course, even
before his time Augustus, Tiberius, and some others
had been carried in litters such as women still affect
even at the present day. It was not these in-
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firmities, however, that caused the deterioration in s.n.41

Claudius so much as it was the freedmen’and the
women with whom he associated ; for he, more con-
spicuously than any of his peers, was ruled by
slaves and by women. From a child he had been
reared a constant prey to illness and great terror,
and for that reason had feigned a stupidity greater
than was really the case (a fact that he himself
admitted in the senate); and he had lived for a long
time with his grandmother Livia and for another
long period with his mother Antonia and with the
freedmen, and moreover he had had many amours
with women. Hence he had acquired none of the
qualities befitting a freeman, but, though ruler of
all the Romans and their subjects, had become him-
self a slave. They would take advantage of him
particularly when he was inclined to drink or to
sexual intercourse, since he applied himself to both
these vices insatiably and when so employed was
exceedingly easy to master. Moreover, he was
afflicted by cowardice, which often so overpowered
him that he could not reason out anything as he
ought. They seized upon this failing of his, too,
to accomplish many of their purposes; for by
frightening him they could use him fully for their
own ends, and could at the same time inspire the rest
with great terror. To give but a single example,
once, when a large number of persons were invited
to dinner on the same day by Claudius and by these
associates, thie guests neglected Claudius on one
pretence or another, and flocked around the others.
Though, generally speaking, he was such as I
have described, still he did not a few things in a
proper manner whenever he was free from the afore-
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said weaknesses and was master of himself. I shall a.. 41

now take up his acts in detail.

He promptly accepted all the honours that were
voted to him, except the title of Father, and this
he afterwards took; however, he did not enter the
senate at once, but waited until the thirtieth day.
For, seeing how Gaius had perished and learning
that some others had been proposed by that body
for the throne as being better men than he, he was
disposed to be timid. Therefore he exercised great
caution in everything; he caused all who came
near him, men and women alike, to be searched,
for fear they might have a dagger, and at banquets
he was sure to have some soldiers present. The
latter practice, thus established by him, continies to
this day ; but the indiscriminate searching of every-
body came to an end under Vespasian. He put
Chaerea and some others to death, in spite of his
pleasure at the death of Gaius. For he was looking
far ahead to insure his own safety, and so, instead of
feeling grateful toward the man through whose deed
he had gained the throne, he was displeased with
him for having dared to slay an emperor. He
acted in this matter, not as the avenger of Gaius,
but as though he had caught Chaerea plotting
against himself. And soon after Chaerea’s death
Sabinus took his own life, not desiring to live after
his comrade had been executed.

As for the others, however, who had openly shown
their eagerness for a democracy or had been re-
garded as eligible for the throne, Claudius, far from
bearing malice toward them, actually gave them
honours and offices. In plainer terms than any
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ruler that ever lived he promised them immunity,
therein imitating the example of the Athenians,!
as he said, and it was no mere promise, but he
afforded it in actual fact. He abolished the charge
of maiestas not only in the case of writings but in
the case of overt acts as well, and punished no one
on this ground for offences committed either before
this time or later. As for those who had wronged
or insulted him when he was a private citizen,—and
there were many who had behaved thus toward him,
both because he had been held in no esteem, and also,
more especially, in order to please either Tiberius
or Gaius,—he did not prosecute them on any
fictitious charge, but if he found them guilty of
some other crime, he would take vengeance on
them at the same time for their former abuse.” The
taxes introduced in the reign of Gaius and any other
measures that had led to denunciation of that ruler’s
acts were abolished by Claudius,—not all at once,
to be sure, but as opportunity offered in each case.
He also brought back those whom Gaius had un-
justly exiled, including the latter’s sisters Agrippina
and Julia, and restored to them their property. Of
the persons in prison—and a very large number
were thus confined—he liberated those who had
been put there for maiestas and similar charges, but
punished those who were guilty of actual wrong-
doing. For he investigated all the cases very care-
fully, in order that those who had committed crimes
should not be released along with those who had
been falsely accused, nor the latter, on the other
hand, perish along with the former. Almost every
day, either in company with the whole senate or
alone, he would sit on a tribunal trying cases, usually
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in the Forum, but sometimes elsewhere; for he re- ap. 41

newed the practice of having advisers sit with him,
a practice that had been abandoned from the time
that Tiberius withdrew to his island. He also
frequently joined the consuls and the praetors,
especially those who had the oversight of the
finances, in their investigations, and very few, in-
deed, were the cases that he turned over to the
other courts. He destroyed the poisons which were
found in abundance in the residence of Gaius;
and the books of Protogenes (who was put to death),
together with the papers which Gaius pretended he
had burned, but which were actually found in the
palace, he first showed to the senatorsand then gave
them to the very men most concerned, both those
who had written them and those against whom they
had been written, to be read by them, after which
he burned them up. And yet, when the senate
desired to dishonour Gaius, he personally prevented
the passage of the measure, but on his own responsi-
bility caused all his predecessor’s images to disappear
by night. Hence the name of Gaius does not occur
in the list of emperors whom we mention in our
oaths and prayers any more than does that of
Tiberius; and yet neither one of them suffered
disgrace by official decree.

Claudius, accordingly, undid the unjust acts per-
formed by Gaius and by others at his instigation.
To his father Drusus and to his mother Antonia he
granted games in the Circus on their birthdays,
postponing to different days the festivals which
normally occurred at the same time, in order that
there should not be two celebrations at once. His
grandmother Livia he not only honoured with
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equestrian contests but also deified ; and he set up a Ap.41

statue to her in the temple of Augustus, charging
the Vestal Virgins with the duty of offering the proper
sacrifices, and he ordered that women should use

_her name in taking oaths. But, though he paid

such reverence to his ancestors, he would accept
nothing for himself beyond the titles belonging to
his office. It is true that on the first day of August,
which was his birthday, there were equestrian con-
tests, but they were not given on his account; it was
rather because the temple of Mars had been dedi-
cated on that day and this event had been celebrated
thereafter by annual contests. Besides his moder-
ation-in this respect, he further forbade any one
to worship him or to offer him any sacrifice; he
checked the many excessive acclamations accorded
him; and he accepted, at first, only one image, and
that a silver one, and two statues, of bronze and
marble, that had been voted to him. All such
expenditures, he declared, were useless and further-
more caused great loss and embarrassment to the
city. In fact, all the temples and all the other
public buildings had become filled with statues and
votive offerings, so that he said he would consider
what to do even with them. He ordered the praetors
not to give the customary gladiatorial exhibitions,
and also commanded that if any one else gave them
in any place whatsoever, it should at least not be
recorded or reported that they were being given
for the emperor’s preservation. He became so used
to settling all these matters by his judgment, and
not by precedent, that he arranged other affairs in

3 uwhre Dind., uhror M.
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